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REASONS, Sec. 



My Countrymen, 

T F you will give a patient attention to this addrefs, you 
•*- will find in ir, I truft, tbofe truths and that moderation 
which have ever been valuable to Engliflimen, and which, 
if they have ever been neceflary to them, are peculiarly ne- 
ceflary now, 

I do not promife to entertain you with novelties, but 1 
wilj endeavour to lead you into a recurrence towards thofe 
^ntient principles which were once thought worthy of the 
admiration and the fupport of your anceftors; for which 
they did not hefitate to plead ^i^ith firmnef$, to fight with 
bravery, and to die with fortitude; which ought to be as 
dear to you, who muft know with what diligence they weie 
acquired, and with what care they have been preferved for 
you ; and which you ought not to facrifice to the novel 
dogmas of innovating doftrines. 

/ Whatever is new to our perceptions too generally be- 
comes the immediate obje£l of our purfuit ; we endeavour 
to feize upon it with an indifcriminating eagernefs, we do 
not give ourfclves titnes to reflcft if its principles be perni- 
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<?ious or falutary; we have not fecn or we have not heard 
of it before, it is therefore delightful, and it engages our 
regard ; but let us recollcft, that the indulgence of this 
paffion for novelties has never been efteemed the charadlcr- 
iflic of a wife people, that it undermines the foundation of 
our virtues, that* jt robs us of our energy, that it obfcures 
our dignity. 

There is a majeftic plainnefs, a grand fimplicity in truths 
which ennobles the mind that perceives its influence; its 
diflates are at once fublime and irrefiftible; its leflbns will 
teach us to difcriminate between virtue and the appearance 
of virtue ; they \vill teach us to affix a proper valu^to the 
various pofleflions of life. 

Under the influence of truth alone we (hall be able. to reach 
the utmoft degree of clearnefs and certainty which fecms at 
prefent permitted to the human judgment ; and it is becaufb 
fo few have yielded themfelves up implicitly to this influ- 
ence, that fo few have any fettled principles of judgment 
at all. The opinion of the multitude has ever been liable to-^ 
" quick and fudden changes, becaufe, amidft the turbulence 
of popular concufllions, the fmall ftill voice of Truth is 
ufually loft : of how great importance, therefore, it is, 
to form a right eftimation of the nature of things as they « 
arife, let them teftify, who have^obferved the various cala- 
mities which have arifen from the prevalence of error and 
falfehood in the world. 

Submitting then to this divine influence, permit me to 
addrefs you upon a fubje£t which cannot too frequently be 
agitatted amongft you; in which your perfonal intereft is 
concerned, upon which the welfare, nay,> perhaps, the e:^- 
iftence of your country depends, and from which your 
pofterity may derive the continued dignity of independence 
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tmder a Britifli government, or become the debafed fubje&s 
o-f a foreign power. 

War or peace with the French nation is the fubjeft which^ . 

has fo powerful a claim to your attention; and whether the 
debates which it has juft agitated in your Parliament, or 
the prefent' fituation of your country, or the caufes of the 
war, or the prevalent ideas on the Continent, or the events 
of the laft campaign he confidered, what weighty confi- 
derations does it not involve, with what great events is it 
aot fraught ? 

Are thefe confiderations of importance to you? do you 
feel yourfelves interefted in the difcuffions of your Senate^ ' 
is your country dear to you ? are the caufes of the war 
worthy of your enquiry ? are the ^prevailing ideas- on the 
Cominent of moment in your cftimation ? do the events 
of the laft campaign demand your attention ? Bend there- 
fore your thoughts to this important fiibjeft, let it engage • 
your earneft enquiries,' do not treat it as a common topic 
of politics, do not flight it as a matter in which you have 
00 concern! 

The hiftory of your country has never yet prefcnted to 
your contemplation a moment fo awful as the prefent ; it ^ 
has never yet /recorded events, in the confequences of which 
your happinefs and your honour have been fo deeply in- 
volved — in fuch a moment then, whatever excites to thought, 
* whatever awakens to jrecolledlion, whatever aroufes to energy, 
whatever calls to unanimity, is valuable ; becaufe in fuch a 
moment if ydb do not think, if you do iv)t recollefl: your- 
felves, if you are not energetic, if you preferve.not Unanimity, 
you muft fall. 

Among the furrounding nations you have long been con- 
fpicupusTor your bravery, for your ftrength, and for your 
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riches; and they, who have remarked the various qualities 
of different climated and countries, have held you up as ex- 
cellent fof your wifdom and for your love of liberty ; but 
remember that bravery, ftrength jind riches may be rendered 
ufelefs by mifapplication, and that wifdom and the^ love of 
liberty may be loft amidft the dilBpatiOns of ambition or the 
indolence of a falfe fecurity. 

Remember too, that that vsrhich has once afforded fofety 
and protedlion, may fometime become inadequate to that 
falutary purpofe, from the influence of the mutations to 
which humanity is liable : new councils, new opinions, 
new fyftems, may produce a neceflity for new modes of 
policy in the operations of war, and in the admi nitration 
of civil juftice ; may produce a change in our eftimatiori 
of political good, and may, confequently, render thofe things 
important to us of which we have never heard before ; and^ 
on the contrary, rob of their fplendor, thofe honours which 
have excited our reverence, our emulation, or our envy. 

Hence, there is not, nor can there perhaps exift any poli-,,,,^^ 
tical fyftem entirely independent of furrounding fyftems^^ 
while there is an intimate cornieftion between the nations 
which have embraced them ; and as fyftem is only opinion 
carried into effeft, that fyftem which is the refult of general 
opinion muft be proportionably powerful, and will, confe- 
quently, carry with it all the accuftomed efficacy of a ma- 
jority ; a fyftem, thus generated, will have different in- 
fluences, as the genius and the cuftoms of nations differ^, 
but in every nation it muft be modified into onefliape or 
other ; to refift it wholly will be vain. 

And here, perhaps, the moft arduous taflc of a ftatefman 
may appear;, to diftinguifti between the extravagant de- 
mands of the multitude, whether excited by the chmours 

or 
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of faftious Jndividuals, or by the force of momentary griev- 
ances, and that regular fyftematic change of opinion, which 
is produced by the acquifition of knowledge, requires no 
ordinary ftrength of intelled, no limited acquaintance with 
the human character, and this, not becaufe there is not a 
material difference in the" nature of thefe emotions, but be- 
cauftHhe firfl manifeftations of them too: often wear a clofe 
jrefemblance to each other. 

This refemblance has its fource in the weaknefs of 
humanity ; ambition, vanity, and felf-Iove, will continually 
infeft the pureft motives^^and the mod virtuous aflions; 
;ind bad men, who are wholly inftigated by thefe dangerous 
paflions, are ever upon the watch to take advantage of any 
movement of the public mind, and to mingle the leven of 
faflion with the juft complaints and decent refolves of an 
injured and enlightened nation: they inftil their poifon 
V^ith a fubtilty which the moft guarded vigilance cannot al- 
ways prevent ; and the cry of a whole people is confounded 
by a weak governor with the innovations of fuch difcon- 
tented individuals ; the modeft requefh of a loyal people are 
jdifregarded or calumniated, as the tumultuous menaces of 
difaffe<aed men, till the fatal miftake involve the devoted 
pountry iri all the calamities of civil difcord. 

Yet however difficult the difcrimination between thefe 
appearances may be, it mufl: be made : the fpirit of a peo- 
ple may for a moment he reprefled by the ftrong arm of 
power, their intentions may be mifreprdfented by the inde- 
cent-tongue of intereft, their efforts may be oppofed by the 
wicked phalanx of the flaves of ambition ; but, if truth 
and juftice are their fupport, they muft triumph when the 
period (hall arrive in which firranefs will be diftinguilhed 
from xebellion, and public fpirit from fa£lion» 

But 
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But it is not by ignorance alone that the voice of a na- 
tion is thus coofounded with the murmurs of a fa<3ion 5 
they arc often wiljully miftalcen by a corrupt and defigning 
Minifter : if he is determined that his mafter fliall not at- - 
•end to the prayers of his fubjedls, he will not fail to feizc 
the pretence to^reprefent them as the daring intrufions of 
reftlefs innovation ; but the hour will come, in which fuch 
a Minifter will be taught that if he had laboured to difcri- 
jninate with wifdom, rather than to confound with cun- 
ning ; if he had attended to the nature of public opinion, 
and had fubmitted to the confluence of events, Ije would 
have been hailed as the faviour of his country, while he is 
execrated as its deftroyer, 

I will not dwell any longer upon the introduflion to my 
fubjeft, but it may not. have been wholly unneceflary to 
ftatc it thus far, as it may be the ground of fome of the 
arguments which I intend to offer to you in the different 
parts of this addrefs. 

The dodrine indeed, towards which it tends, and which , 
k will be my endeavour to fupport, takes its rife in the 
connexion which England has formed with the continen- 
tal powers, and its importance will doubtlefs be found 
proportionate to the nature and extent of that connexion ; 
for if the antient fyftems of thofe powers arc compelled to 
give way to new and more powerful fyftems, the change 
ought to be marked by you with the moft jealous and pro- 
vident obfervation ; and you muft well confider that if it is 
oppofed by you, it will be neceifary that juftice alone ftiould 
dilate and fupport the oppofitlon. 

It appears to have been the policy of Jate adminiftrations, 
10 carry this connexion beyond the liniits which the in- 
ducements arifing from an increafing commerce feemed to 
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prefcribe ; bow far this may prove beneficial or deftruaive 
to the national intereft, is not the fubjeft of my prefent 
enquiry ; it is fufficlent for my purpofe that the connedlioii 
exifts, and that its exiftehce^ impofes a ftrifteJ: duty of 
watchfulnefs over the political movements of Europe, 

The late Revolution in France has produced violent con- ' 

' cuffions on the continent ; vire have thought proper to take 
an adtive part in the important bufinefs, and it will be 
therefore my tafk to examine how far we have been called 
upon to adopt fuch a condudl by the duty I have J4ft men- 
tioned, and how far juftice and policy haveriniSuenced our . 
determination in this refpedh 

The principle upon which I mean to build my argument 
is in its own nature a very plain principle, yet it is every 
day either negledted or mifunderftood ; and from, this ne- 
glefl; or mifunderftanding mod of our errors, both in poli- 
tics and in morals, certainly proceed ; it is fimply this. 

• The qualities which pervade the motives to an adlion, will 
appear in the aftion itfelf the moment it is begun, will conti- 
nue to be its chara<^eriftics in Its progrefs, and will infalli- 
bly mark its conclufion,' if the a£lion be a compleat one ; 
nor can any modifications or pretences of the agent, change 
its eflential nature, however refined or fubtle they may be, 
or juftify him in the common refolution of continuing that 
adion, if the principle of it be a defediive one, from the 
idle confideration that it is begun. 

It mud be granted, however, that this principle is fuf- 
ceptible of modification, in proportion as the nature of the 
adtion is rather weak than vicious : an adlion which is im- 
politic in its beginning, it may, by a feries of accidents, 
become no longer impolitic to continue : that which may 
have been produced by folly or ignorance, a concurrence of 
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circumilances may render advifeable or even ntccSSstfy to 
purfue ; but that which has derived its birth from injuftice^ 
that which has had its beginning in untruth, can tuver 
change or moderate its nature! no events can iuftify its 
continuance ; in every (tage of its progrefs it will retain 
its original depravity, and, if its courfe be not interrupted 
by repentance, it mud end in the fame diflionor in which 
it was begun I 

I (hall not hefitate to apply this principle to the conduA 
of your government in entering into the war ; the attempt 
has been made to prove to you that it is a juft and neceflary 
war, and that, therefore, it ought to be continued for the 
purpofe of procuring an eftabliflied peace ; but if I can 
prove to you that it was unjuft as well as impolitic in its 
origin, I do not fear to convince you that you ought to be 
anxious to put an end to it, fmce its continuance can only 
produce an accumulation of difgrace and difhonour to your 
country. 



CttAP. I. 

WAR, in its own nature, is offenfive and diabolical ; 
it partakes in no degree of thofe gentle and en* 
dearing qualities, which mankind have concurred to admire 
and love ; -it aflimilates in no fhape to thofe divine and 
genial fentiments, which enlighten and dignify the human 
charader. ^ ' - 

Do we contemplate its origin, its progrefs, or its confe- 
quences ? in its origin, it is unjuft, for it is founded in the 
fuperrorityof power; in its progrefs, it is direful, for it 
fobs life of its prefent and its poiTible comforts ; in its con- 
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fcquenccs, it is hateful, for they are the undiftinguilhing 
foes of vice and virtue. 

Its very appearance is odious and (hamefu) ; even the 
pride and ambitiori of the moft infatiable tyrants have ever 
appeared to be fenfible of this. Hiftory abounds with the 
falfe pretexts^ the mean excufes> the unprincely evafions, 
which have been made the flimfy coverings of their real mo- 
tives io war, by thofe fovereignsj who have been engaged 
in enterprizes of conqueft and gloryt 

By its malign influences the beneficent purpofe^ of hu* 
manity are overthrown ; all focial commerce is deftroyed ; ^ 
iall order is jperverted ; the expe£ted harveft of the hufband^i^ 
man is cut off; the moft beautiful countries are disfigured ; 
the moft fruitful lands are defolated ; it defcribes^ as with m 
pen of iron, in dreadful chara£ters upon the tablet of the 
univerfe, the barbarity and degradation of mankind ! 

Such would be the exclamation of the Philofopher, who^ 
drawn from the obfcurity of folitude, fhould {perufe for the 
firft time the hiftory of nations ; and, fuch, alas ! is the 
forrowful voice of Truth : — but the voice of truth is un- 
availing ; the policy of mankind has eftabliflied the neceflity 
of wars, and to that policy we muft fubmit* 

There appear to me to be but two motives vrhich can 
urge to war, and thefe are policy and juftice ; the wars 
which originate in the former of thefe are ufually ^offenfive, 
either dire6lly or indireftly ; thofe which arife out of the 
latter, arc, upon a fimilarity of principle, ufually defenfive. 

Among the wars of policy, thofe muft be numbered 
which have been entered into for tlie purppfe of acquiring 
dominion, wealth, or glory ; or of propagating certain opi- 
nions, or of overthrowing others, or of changing an ob- 
noxious form of governn^ent: among the wars of juftice^ 
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thofe for ttic jjui-pofc of regaining loft poffeflrions, or of re** 
vengc for fome real or fuppofed infult, or of defending our 
country and our q>inions agatnft unjuft attack. 

Ndinr, according to the re^refentations of tbofe who 
prdfefe to be the defenders pf the prefent war» it is 'a war 
ef defence, becawfe they aver that tlie French nation, hav- 
ing broadied 'ideas of government contrary to every principle ^ 
of fub^rdination wid truth, wefe determined to tranfplant --r^ 
their dcK^rines into this country; and that, m order to " 
cib£i this, they proceeded, imder feveral falfe pretences, to 
tnake a declaration of war agbinft us and our allies ; that 
thus driven to hoftilities, we were compelled fe take up 
aims, and lAnst both ^uftioe and policy authorize us to con- 
^nue che war till we <:an make a fure and eftabliflied peace* 
Let us then, my Countrymen, proceed to difcufs the 
truth of this r^prefentation with that cool yet determined 
/pirit, which becbnufe men intereftcd in the caufe of free- 
dam 4 let us fee how fat this war is juft and politic on the 
•p^n't of ourfi^ves and our allies. 

Axk! that this may be done the more clearly, I fliall in the 
iirft place take a review of the conduft of the continental "^^^ 
powers previous to the avowal of hoftilities, of the conduft ^ 
^f the French court, and of the condufl; of the Englifli q 
'CabineMip to the declaration of war upon the part of the 
French nation ; from which I Will pledge myfelf to prove 
to you, in the moft plain and unequivocal terms, that there 
has been a fecret, a fettled, and a continued defign to over- 
throw that nation ; and to caft the odium of j^greflion upon 
tWm, by compelling them to make the fif ft declaration of 
hoftilities. I (hall then proceed to afcertain the particular 
dbjcA of our fear, and to confider whether we have had any 
grdiitid for fear at all : and thence draw the obvious corh- 

clufions 
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government and its allies. 

For, I muft lay it down as an axion», that if iher^ ht^ 
any defedion of principle on the part of our riUes, the 
ireproach of that d6fe£lion is juftly inctirmi h^ ws^ in pro- 
{>oirtion as we have acceded to their plans and adopted tKeir 
<!onduft; nor does it matter m point of exedpttion, at 
what period of time jve united wkh tliem in thtofe plasra cnr 
itipported them in that conduA. 

In the fecond place, I fhalf enqtiire into the /i/^x of *® 
jvar ; whether as it relates to the nature of its objwft j or 
to the extent of our x^fautces ; or of rhofe of the enemy ; 
or the profpeQ of fuccefs 5 ot to tte confetpiences of dtfap- 
pointment ; or the prefent ftate of affairs : and hi fthUt 
courfe of this inveftigation, I truft you wyH feo fiifirBiB« 
j?eafons why terms of peaoe ought immediatdy to lie ofiered 
to the French* nation. 

Various circumflances in the politics of the Continental 
•Courts had occurred to engage the attention' of Eittope^ 
when the French nation, oppteSSed by the pow^r and irrU 
lated by the caprice and.profufioii of iH Manmcks, detor* 
mined to break the chain byivhich it had folong been 
debafed, and at length compdled the King to afletAble the 
States General erf the reaioK. 

Fraught with int«mai potriikilb, and charged with the 
inftrafiions of their eonftit»^nts> the I>ep«itftes were deter- 
mined to procure for thcmfelves and for their injured country 
liberty and equal laws,, and ^o protea the p«Mic welfare 
from the machinations of a powerful and defigning^ Court* 

From that moment the eye of Enrope wis turned upon 

them ; but it was n^ot a friendly eye ; it camfuKy watched 

4heir motions^ but it watched them with a malignant de** 
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fign. The Court of France too faw and dreaded the in« 
tentions of this novel aflembly, and direded againft them 
every power of art and force which had for fo many cen- 
turies before been employed with fuccefs. 

What ! did not the religious, the enlightened, the poli- 
tical Sovereigns of Europe aiFord this ftruggling nation one 
jigh of regret or one fentiment of kindnefs in the unequal 
conflia? No! Did not the King of France and his 
Minifters perceive the reafonablenefs of the national requeil? 
Did they not embrace the happy hioment which enabled 
them to prefent a great and fuffering people with their 
freedom ? No ! it was amidft the tremendous gloom of 
foreign filence, and the defigns of internal fraud, that the 
delegates of the people declared themfelves a permanent and 
national aflembly. 

To what various and horrible calamities this unwilling- 
nefs to ingenuity on the part of the Court expofed France, 
the various accounts, of the revolution in that country 
plainly declare ; and they abound alfo with inftances of the 
early and fecret combination of (he furrounding Powers 
againll it, in defiance of the mod plaufible and unequivocal 
profeflions. 

Xt has been the langpage of your Government, and of 
its Allies, that, had the. French people been fatisfied with 
thofe modifications of their Government which formed 
what has been called the Condi tution of 1789, they might 
liave preferved the friendfliip of Europe, and that Confti- 
tution would have met with its acknowledgment and 
fupport. ' . 

This declaration has the appea^rance^ of great fairnefs and 
tnoderation ; and, if it be founded in fincerity, is certainly 
calculated to remove the charge of aggreflion and injudice 

from 
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from themfekes to the French : let it then ftahd the teft 
of an enquiry into their condu£t at the time^ and into their 
fubfequent proceedings." 

In confequence of a rumour in Paris, that the Court of 
London, intending to take advantage of the agitations in 
France, had fent out orders to their fleets, both in the Eaft 
and Weft Indies to attack Pondicherry and Domingo; the 
Duke of Dorfet, who was at thats time Ambaflador to the 
Court of France, wrote to the Count de Montmorin, dif- 
claiming the truth of this report, . and' affirming that his 
Court, fo far from having any hoftile intentions againft 
France, had aflually refufed to concur in a plot which had 
been formed and prefented to it for fei^ing the port of 
Breft. 

So early then as die beginning of June i jS^ a plot was 
certainly formed for feizing the port of^3feft, by perfons 
who had art or importance enough to have it made known 
to the Britifli Cabinet! Who were thefe perfons? were 
tiiey the agents of the French Court, or of F^oreign Powers, 
or of both i it no^tters not ; the plot was acknowledged by 
the Britifli Minifter, and he averjred its rejedion ; but the 
honour or the policy of. a Court would not permit the ex* 
pofure of name3 ; and I muft here remark to you, that^ 
although the affair was of confequence enough to occaiion 
the arreft of feveral noble perfons, that dark and fullen 
filence which had fo long reigned, was not broken in any 
one Court, by theinvolunfary difclamation of fo nefarious an 
attempt, which would have burft from the bofom of genuine 
honour and confcious truth* 

Surrounded by fufpicion, by poverty, and famine; the 
national aflembly continued their labours, and at length 
prefented to the King the well-known decrees of the 4th 
V . . of 
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/df Auguft : let me intreat you to confidex how thefe decrees 
were received ; were they received with that chearful fvee* 
4om, with that friendly opennefs, whicK indicate the co^ 
citneiKe of the hearty while they do not rob the judgment 
of its frecdo^n ? a^ a time which demanded at qnce the moS 
expeditious ^ the moft explicit conclude at a time when 
the people iiyere an^ioufiy waiting for the Royal fanSioi> 
of thofe jdecrees which they fancied were to give them See- 
dom, there was a frigid, a {iifpicious, an unneceflary deh^ ; 
the decrees wei« not fan^ionol by the King till the'2o|h 
of September. ^ ' 

Confiftently with fo fbratige and difingcnuous a condud^ 
reports were induflrioufly fpread among the populace, 
forcibly reprefenting to them the enflaved fituation of theijp 
Sovereign ; and the fojolifli boaft of fome of the fycbphsints 
of the Court, that a very few days would reflx>re things to 
thei^r antient order, plainly deaton&mt^ the di0atisfa<^ioa 
md the inimical views of the nobility. 

On the I ft of 0£lober following, a great entertainmciii* 
was given at Verfailks, to the Gardes du Porps ; the defi^ 
of this entertainnient was too palpable to be doubted a 
moment ; the manner in which the Royal ^a^ily appeared 
at the banquet, the condud of the foldiers, who^ while th$ 
Queen paflfed with the Dauphin in her arms, d|«w their 
fwords and drank the Royal health; the rejedion pf the 
national toafis, the diftribution of the white cockad^ by the 
ladies of the Court ; the playing the air pf '< O Richard i 
O my King !'* were indubitable evidences of the purpofe 
for which the feaft was prepared, and were calculated, to 
produce the moft violent effe£ls. 

For, I muft remind you, that, however trivial fuch cir- 
cumllances may appear to you» whofe flumbers are not 
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diflurbed by th& damors of a mob, by the alarm of 4 
tocfin^ by the firing of guns ; vrhok padions are not agi* 
tated at Ae fight of a white^ a Mack, or a tri-colouied 
cdckade ; they were no doubt looked upon by, thofe who 
employed them, as the means of producing cpncuffions that 
might ihake the empire ; they were engines calculated to 
affifl in the ovothrow of the new Confiitution t it was by 
the aid of the feldiery that that Conftitution had been 
formed, and by theTe means the ibldiery were expeded to 
be influenced. 

The agitation which the preffure of famine will naturally 
produce in a metropolis tike Paris, was^lbon after made the 
pfctext for ordering a number of troops into the vicinity of 
that capital ; the chara£ler of this proceeding was com* 
pletely marked by two ctrcumftances ; thefe troops were 
not chofen from among the National Guard, but were 
chiefly, if not wholly, compofed of Foreigners ; and a 
numbeir, more than fufficient to have kept the whole city ia 
awe, were aiftually ftatioiled round the Hall of the States 
General kfelf. 

. On the part of the Court, fituated as it then was, what 
coutf be more indecent than fuch proceedings ? and to men 
who were (Iruggling againft an antient and powerful fyftem, 
what could be more alarming ? A remonftrance, which 
Aewed the fenfe of the Aflembly, was, on the loth July, 
prefented to the King, befeeching him to remove tho& 
troops, and urged reafons for this reqiieft at once the moft 
&rcib!e and flattering to Louis. 

What was the anfwer to this remonftrance ? Was it 
calculated to favw or ftrengthen the new fyftem ? was it 
formed to excite the gratitude of the people, or to quiet 
the apprehenfions of the A(]&mbly i Alas ! at that im- 
portant 
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portant moment, falutary co-operation was either neglc£fcd( 
or refufed. The anfwer difclaimed every intention of in- 
terrupting the freedom of debate ; but at the fame time 
added, that if the Aflembly liked not the prefence of the 
troops, it might be removed to SoiiTons. Can there be two 
opinions of the meaning of fuch an anfwer? If any thing 
were wanting to decide a wavering opinion, let me intreat 
you to contemplate the difmiflfioo of M. Necker at this 
time, the immediate promotion of Marihal Broglio, M. 
Foulon, and others to the Miniftry, whofe chara&ers and 
whofe principles were odious lo the peopl^ $ Paris befieged, 
as it were, with 50,000 men ; and the dark and myfte^ 
rious referve of the Court, on the reprefentations of the 
Aflfemblyi 

" It has been obferved, that the error originated with the 
Aflembly, who manifefted an unwarrantable diftruft of the 
Executive Power. You will judge from what I have 
ftated, and from what I have yet to ftate, how far the 
Aflembly was culpable in this refped. But granting the 
obfervatioo, you will be ready to a(k, was it not equally 
the duty and the policy of the Court to remove this diftruft? 
Had its intentions been equal to its profeftions, would it 
not have (hewn an anxiety to remove it ?' Was this anxiety 
manifefted in any one inftance of its condud ? 

I omit a thoufand tranfadions which would, I think, 
cftablifli the duplicity, or rather the dire6l intention of the 
Court, if it wanted eftablifliing; becaufe I am unwilling 
to fatigue you with many relations, from which one con- ^ 
clufion only can be drawn, and becaufe I with you now to 
behold the dawn of the inclinations of the Foreign Powers 
towards the Conftitution of 1789. 
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In confequence of the removal of -the King from Ver- 
failles to the metropolis, the party connedied with the Court 
were evidently filled with the deepeft regret, and great num- 
bers of that party immediately prepared to le^ve the king- 
dom.' To facilitate this purpofe, they obtained paffports 
' upon various pretences, and haftened to foreign countries. 
Why they fled will be fecn by the reception they met with 
at the different, Courts, and by the obje6ls to which they 
applied fheir firft exertions. 

Having feen.the ill fuccefs of the fecret endeavours of 
the Court of France to recover its loft privileges, the fur- 
rounding Powers began to a&, a little more openly towards 
the latter end of the year 1790, and the beginning of 1791. 
LaVge bodies of troops advanced upon the borders of France, 
from Germany, from Spain, from Italy, and from Savoy, 
The caution of the Emperor Leopold, however, vjrho feems 
tb have been at the head of thefe armaments, is worthy of 
your remark ; he appears to have been afraid of rilking 
too haftiiy his reputation, and perhaps his power. He 
wrote to the Court of France, and protefted his friend fhip 
towards it ; but intimated at the fame time, that the inno- 
vations of the 4th of Auguft, with refpe*^ to the rights of 
the German Princes, which fubverted the feudal inftitu- 
tions, muft be done away, and thofe inftitutions reftored to 
- their former footing. \ 

I have obferved to you, my Countrymen, that pleas for 
war have* never been wanted by thofe who have wiflied to 
enter into the field, and that thofe pleas formed generally af 
very flight covecing of the real motives by which they werd 
a^uated. ' The obvious fallacy and weaknefs of this pre- 
text muft certainly clafs it, in the judgment of every dif- 
cerning man, with the mofl: abfurd and contemptible of 
* D them* 
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them, wKether the concert which appeared thus cariy 
among the Foreign Powers, or the aftual advancing of the 
large bodies of troops I have mentioned towards France, or 
the reiterated decrees of the moft ample compenfation by 
the Aflembly, be confidered. 

Could the moft faftidious judgment blame the exertions 
of the Aflembly at fuch a time, in defence of their Confti- 
tution and their Country ? Is no fufpicion, are no fears 
to be entertained of the profeflions of a man towards ' 
that nation upon whofe frontiers his* armies are increaf- 
ing? ' X . 

. Permit me now to call your attention to the (late of the 
emigrations at this time ; fo early as February, 1 791, all the 
different branches of the Royal Family, except Monfieur and 
Madame,, had deferted the kingdom. Were thefe proceed- 
ings likely to fettle the minds of the people, or ftrengthen the 
Conftitution ? Were they calculated to produce a generous 
reliance upon the profeflions of the King and his Minifters ? 
Or was the (hutting up the gate of the Tuilleries againft 
the Magiftrates and the National Guard, upon their return 
from the riot at Vincennes j and which, as foon as it was 
opened^ difcovered in the apartments of the King a great 
number of armed men, who had been let in by the Gen- 
tlemen of the Bed-Chamber, likely to quell the rifing fuf- 
picions ? Alas ! how dreadfully were they formed for the 
produftioo of new ones. 

At this time the emigrated Noblefle beg^ to aflemble on, 
the borders of Alface. The Prince de Conde had already ^ 
reviewed the army, the colleaiori of which had been the 
objeA of their exertions ; the very uniform which they 
wore, and the motto, bore the moft hoftile appearance.. 
The^ German Princes in general had given countenance and 
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proteftien to the fugitives, and every part oC the frontiers 
wore the arpe6l of coitimotion. 

How congenial fuch a conduft could pofTibly be wiih 
fentiments favourable towards the Conftitulion of 1789, let 
the mod moderate underftanding decide. But as if coh- 
viftion itfelf was to"^ be ftrengthened, we arrive at a cir- 
cumftance which ertablifhes, in the moft decided manner, 
not only the infincerity of the Court of France, of the 
Emigrants, and of the Foreign Powers towards the Con- 
ftitution of 1789, but alfo the fecret and intimate con- 
necftion which doubtkfs fubfifled between them. 

This awful and important event, was the well-known 
defertion of the King and his Family. The event itfelf, 
and the attending circumftances, plainly authorize the in- 
ferences 1 have juft drawn, Confider, I intreat .you, the 
time at which it happened, when it was fuppofed his 
friends were in a capacity to receive and fupport him, the 
fecrecy and difpatch with which it was conduced, the nu- 
merous emigrations which immediately preceded it, the 
almoft miraculous difappearance of the circulating fpecie, 
the attempts of Jhe Nonjuring Priefls to inflame the- 
public mind, and of the numerous emiflaries who were 
notorioufly employed to corrupt the integrity of the foldiery, 
the quarters towards which the flight* of the Royal Fa- 
mily was directed ; and confider, above all, the charaSer of 
the man to whofe diredion the aflPair was committed, M, 
Bouille, one pf the moft unprincipled that ever difgraced 
human nature. Confider, I fay, all thefe circumftances 
attentively, and then judge what degree of credit you oiight 
to give to the favourble fentiments which have been pro- 
feTed towards the Conftituent Aflembly, and the Conftitu- 
tion which it framed. - 

P 2 , I pur- 
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I purpofely omit to mention the .various reports which 
prevailed at this time, and which were almoft univerfally 
believed in France, of the intentions of the Confed^ted 
Powers to reduce the people to their former debafement, 
becaufe the obvious inferences from a faft which no man 
has difputed, are fufficient for my purpofe. 

It wzs urged by the unfortunate and ill-advifed Monarch, 
that he did not intend to quit the kingdom, but that he 
purpoftd to take up his refidence at Montmedi, a fortified 
town of Luxemburgh, till peace and order were reftored 
to his dominions ; and this difavowal of an intention ta 
defert his kingdom, has been believed and infifted upon by 
many* But, independently of the palpable abfurdity of 
the idea of reftoring peace and order to his kingdom by 
flying from the capital ; independently of the numerous 
confiderations I have juft now urged to you, there, are two 
queftions which you will be induced to aflc. If the Kirig 
left Paris only until peace and order were reftored to the 
kingdom, what did thefe terms, 'under all the circumftances, 
imply ; and by whofe exertions were peace and order to be 
reftored ? Secondly, if the King's affertion be true, how 
Low came it that Monfieur (after a folemn promife to the 
contrary) and Madame, who departed with his Majefty 
from Paris, divided fheir route ; and as they fortunately 
were not flopped in their courfe, abfolutely did leave the 
kingdom ? • % 

Yes, you would naturally a(k thefe queftions, and at the 
fame moment you would anfwer them : you w^ould fay to 
the firft, the terms peace and order muft mean the reftitu- 
tion of the former Government, fince the juft deoaands o( 
the people for Liberty and a rational Conftitution, had nqt, 
long before been ftigmatifed as tumult and innovation. Had 
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the King meant that peace and that order which were con- 
fident with the fpirit of the decrees he had fandioned, 
would he have thus fecretly and abruptly left the very men 
who had framed them, and with whom it was abfolutcly 
neceflary he fliould afi in concert ? It is then eafy to fee, 
by whofe aid peace and order were to be reftored; by whom 
but by the friends to whom he was haftening ? To the fe- 
cond queftion you would anfwer, the improbability that 
there fliould be any eflential difference between the defigns 
of the King jnd his Brother, is fo great, that in fadl the 
queftion refolyes itfelf. To have doubted your anfwers, 
would have been to infult your underftanding. 

Previous to this tranfaftion, neither the efforts of the 
fadlious, the oppofition of thetZJourt, or the emigrations 
of the Npbleffe, had been able to alienate the affe6lions of 
the people from their Sovereign. His perfon had hitherto 
continued to preferve a magic influence over them ; frotn 
this unhappy moment t^at influence was no more ; all was 
darknefs and fufpicion ; and from this womb of obfcurity 
and nxiftruft, fprung that defolating and bloody fpirit which 
would^ have remained for ever in its congenial gloom, had 
the bofoilis of the people been warmed to gratitude and 
confiden<:e. 

Does the real intention of the King want confirmation 
ftill ? Does the idea of the communication which I have 
mentioned to have fecretly exifted between the French . 
Court, the Emigrants, and the Foreign Powers, require 
eftablifliing ? Behold then the inftantaneous confequences 
of the king*s flight. M. Cazales, and feveral other per- 
fc«is of the fame party, fent in their refignation ; the levies 
of troops, in the name of the King, were Jbegun ; and not 
a few of the.Officers of the late Royal Regiments ufed the 
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moft ftrenuous exertions to feJuce the foldiers from ihetr 
allegiance to the new Conftitution ! But tjie King, by a 
letter to the National AlTembly, formally diravowed the 
levies of troops in his name — he did fo — but if the dif- 
avowal were -fincere, do you not perceive how fully the 
charge I have advanced of aggreflion againft yrjur Govern- 
ment and its Allies, is thereby fubftantiated ? If it w^'erc 
falfe, the conclufion is obvious. 

Thefe accumulated inftances of defign and enmiiy, could 
not however fubdue the moderate and placable difpoficion 
of the Aflembly ; it ftill appeared to be tenacious of the 
decree which had declared the perfon of the King to be in- 
violable ; it was ftill defirous of conciliating even the Emi- 
grants ; and an Envoy, M. Dreveyrier, was fent to the 
Prince de Conde, and the other Princes, for the exprefs 
purpofe of inviting them to return into the friendniip of 
their countrymen. Can you hear the event of that embafly 
without indignation ? The Envoy^was infulted, and com- 
mitted to a prifon ! 

After this, is it poflible you can be amufed with profef- 
fionsof amity towards the Conftitution of 1789, by men 
who were thus openly adverfe to its framers, and by thofe 
who have fecretly afforded them fupport ? Remember, ihafe 
profeflions were not made till their vain attempts to over- 
throw it, had produced in the bofoms of the French, an 
inveterate hatred againft the ambition and the perftdy o£ 
Courts. 

Hitherto, furprifing as it may feem, there had not been 
any one a£l committed by the French, but what was 
purely defenfive ; and we find the Coiiftituent AlTcmbiyj 
inftead of fceking for enemies in other countries, had been 
labouring to prepare, what they efteemed a palladium for 
/ the 
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thc'liberties of their own. Alas! tfieydid not fcem to be 
aware that this was the moft certain mode of creating 
numberlefs enemies againft themfelves and their devoted 
country. ^ 

The various decrees which had been pafled relative to 
the Lcgiflation, on the 4th of Auguft, 1789, and at fubfe- 
quent periods, were at length digefted into a code of laws, 
and prefented to the King upon the 3d of September, 1 791,, 
and foiemnly accepted by him upon the 15th, and on the 
30th of the fame month the National Affembly diflblved. 
itfclf. 

CHAP. II. 

\ A M ON GST the new aiTembly there were many men 
•^ "^ whofe charafters, fiiuations and opinions were mate- 
rially different from thofe of fome of the members of the 
Conftituent Affembly ; they were evidently more impreflcd 
with the neceflity of a ftridl watchfulnefs, both over the 
Court at home and their- enemies abroad, and they were 
doubtlefs more inclined to the ereftion of a Republican 
form of Government than their predeceffors had appeared 
to be : to comment upon thefe circumftances, and many 
more, which formed a diftindlion between thefe bodies, is 
not my purpofe ; it will fufEce for me to prove to you, 
that even with thefe men an offenfive war did not originate. 

During the feffion of the firft affembly, it was well known ' 
that defigns were entertained by the Emperor and the King 
of Pruffia inimical to the new fyftem ; but one of the moft 
atrocious, one of the moft flagitious, one of the moft pro- 
fligate compass that were ever entered into againft the 
cxiftence of Tnith and Freedom by enlightened men, was 
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not known to them ; at leaft they were too ignorant of the 
particulars to be able to take'that notice of it which became 
the dignity of fuch a body. 

The compaft to which I allude is the league of Pilnitz; 
at the head of which were the EmperOr of Germany, the 
King of Pru/Iia, and the Emprefs of Ruflia; the known 
objeft of which was the new-modelling of the Government 
of France. This intention is corroborated by the circular ^ 
letter of the Emperor from Pavia of the 6lh of July, 1 791 ; 
and a pap^r to which I would calLyour recolleftion, enti- 
tled Par^tion Treaty between the Courts in concert, con- 
cluded and figned at Pavia in the month of July 1 791, will 
in fome meafure unfeal the fecret plot. - 

What ! was the invafion of France to be fucceeded by a 
jnft, a fair, a well-modelled Government ? Was a clear 
and decided liberty to be given to the French nation? let 
the anfvver be given by thofe who have invaded and. torn to 
pieces the unhappy kingdom of Poland — by thofe who fcave 
immured the brav<e and unfortunate Fayette in a curfed 
dungeon— by thofe who accepted the betrayed Deputies 
from the hands of a betrayer, whom they afterwards would 
not truft — ^by thofe who' have deemed it honourable, or at 
leaft politic, to form an alliance with fuch degraded 
. charaiSers. 

I blufh indeed for the honour, for the integrity of your 
Government, wheh I mention the Itrcng report of its ac- 
ceflion to this nefarious league, and alfo of its figning the 
treaty of Pavia in March 1792: happy (hould I Jbe to dif- 
cover the falfity of fuch reports ; but there has been too 
cjofe an agreement between them and our conduft fince 
that period. The fubfequent acceptance of the treaty of 
Pavia on the part of the Dutch, with a refervation that the 
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arrangement of the Jimits of partition fliould be made agree- 
able to the fentiments of the States General, has been alfo 
equally reported. 

What ideas your Minifter may entertain of provocation j 
what he may think proper to call aggreffion, I know not ; 
this I know, that if the inference which ttiuft be drawn 
from this fingle fa£t, and which fixes upon his meafured 
the charge of offence, be difputed by fubtlety, the common 
fenfe of mankind will rife up againfl it. 

But it is fufpefled, that the fecret intentions of the Princes 
who were united in this league of Pilnitz were of a nature 
ftill more fhocking to -every fenttment of juflice, and the 
impenetrable myftery^'in which its particular conditions have 
been concealed, but toa well warrant the difpicion that it 
was tiot formed for the reftoration of even the antient Go* 
vernment in France, but that the real obje<El of it was the 
difmemberment and partition of that unhappy country. 

And indeed how little reafon there can be to doubt of 
this, difgraceful as the very idea is to human natnre, 
we (hall be fadly convinced, if we confider for a moment 
cither the fituation of France, or the hopes which that fitua^ 
tipn might naturally excite, or the time at which the leagne 
was formed, or the perfons who were concerned in it, or the 
preparations for hoftilities which were then fo formidable 
in their progrefs, 

-Whatever the fa£l may be, either as to the number of 
the confederates or the nature of their defigns, the French 
were at length acquainted with the abfoluteexiftence of this 
formiHable confpiracyagainft their power and their freedom. 
Could they behold fuch a confpiracy unmoved r could they 
contemplate fo formidable a union, of the Emperor, the 
King of Pruffia, and the Emprefs, againfl: them, and remain 
, - E ' the 
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the'^ 'ifpeaing children of credulity ? Nothing but the 
moftconfummate ignorance, both of the charafters of thofe 
Sovereigns and of the human heart, could generate a doubt; 
muft they hot rather be driven to the moft defperate ex- 
ceffes? muft they not rather be urged on to the moft furious 
revenge ? muft they not rather be impelled by all the rage 
with which fufpicion, hatred and defpair can rend the. 
humain breaft ? . * 

I own, I find it difficult to fet bqunds to my indignation, 
when I hear the French nation ftigmatized as a race^ of 
mifcreants, by the very men who have themfelves thus dared 
to trafnple upon every right which heaven has givpn to 
mankind ; when I hear that nation charged as the enemies 
of all eftablifhed order, by the open violators of every facred 
tie; when I behold the indecent iriumph of an infatiate 
and an ambitious band over an unhappy people, whom 
their open hoftilities - and fecret intrigues have driven to 
diftradlion. 

The Affcnibly faw the impending danger, which indeed 
became every day more apparent, yet their operations were 
reftrained within the ftrifteft idea of defence ; they renewed 
their attention to the ftate of the army on the frontiers ; 
they ordered the Minifter at War to render an account of 
the recruiting fervice, provifions, ammunition, and the va- 
rious affairs of his department ; and the hoftile proclama- 
. tions of the emigrant Princes rendering ftill more vigorous 
meafures neceffary, they pafled a decree whi^h deprived 
Monfieur of his right of fucceftion to the regency, in cafe 
he did not return to the kingdom within the fpace of two 
months. 

And now mark the condufl of the united Powers! white 
the very man who was thus called home by his countrymen, 
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and rcifufed to obey the fummons, was harboured and fup» 
ported by theni ; while the Emigrants were fufFered to en- 
lift men, and to iffue proclamations in their dqnEiinions ; 
while, in ftiort, the league of Pilnitz and the treaty of Pavia 
were remaining in full force, aflTprances were fent to France 
from thefe Powers of the moft friendly intentions towards 
the Conftitution which the King had juft accepted. The 
Eledlor of Mentz was the only potentate-who had at that 
time the ingenuity to confefs himfelf inimical to the nevy 
form of Governmeryf,^ . 

Does it require any uncoqipon powers of difcrimination 
to perceive the reafoa of th.efe amicable profeffions ? the 
fcheme was not ripe for execution ! the fatal communication 
between the enemies upon the borders and the foe within 
had not yet broken the unanimous fpirit of the nation ; 
the defigning Leopold perceived and feared their unanimity. 

Jealous of her foreign and domeftic enemies, this dif- 
trafted country knew not which way to turn ; fhe beheld 
.^very movement with an eye of fufpicion ; fhe feared an 
.attack from every hand : had (he at that moment declared 
war againft the world, every honeft heart, while it deplored 
the deed, would have known how to pardon it. 

The decree, therefore, of the 9th of November, 1791, 
was, I contend, an indifpenfible meafure ; it was ftrong, but 
it was alfo temperate J its particulars are doubtlefs known 
to moft of you ; it was immediately diredled againft the 
Emigrants, and w^ followed by another, which ordered 
the inftant filling up the vacancies in the army, and the 
.exertion of the various means for a defence which the cir- 
^cumftances of the times had rendered fo needful. 

E 2 Have 
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Have I not already eftabliflied my charge of aggreflion 
in this war againft the Powers who firft engaged in it againft 
France ? yet how many inftances of duplicity, how many 
evidences of enmity on their part, have I omitted to pro- 
duce, and fo many remain from the period at which we 
are now arrived to that in which your Government openly 
engaged in the war, that were I to bring them before you 
particularly, ^ I fear your patience would be doubly ex- 
haufted. 

Were I to dwell upon the refufal of the Royal affent to 
the decree of the 9th of November againft the Emigrants, 
and to the decree of the i8th of the fame month againft 
the nonjuring Clergy ; upon the affair, with the Eleftor of 
Treves ; upon the difcovery of the plan formed by the 
Emperor at Mantua in March 1 791, for the re-eftabli(h- 
ment of defpdtifm in France ; up6n the fatisfaflron which 
feveral of the German Princes exprelfed with the compen- 
fation ofFerepI to them by the Aflembly ; upon the continued 
duplicity of the Emperor at the beginning of the year 1 792 ; 
upon the letter from Prince Kaunitz to the Imperial Charge 
des Affaires at Paris, dated February 1 7th ; and upon the 
various political movements till the death of the Emperor, 
into what a labyrinth of diflimulation and injuftice ihould 
I not lead you, . 

Roufed at length by the intemperate condudl of the 
Combined Powers, of which the avowal of the fucceffor 
of Leopold to adhere to the league of Pilnitz, the reply of 
the Imperial Court to the" letter of the King, the terms 
which were mentioned by that Court as the only ground 
upon which peace could be granted to the French, are 
memorable and decided inftances : the Legiflature of France, 
in confequence of the propofal of the King, declared war 

. againft 
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agalnfl the King of Hungary and Bohemia on the aoth of 
April, 1792. 

Yet although the numerous provocations^ which the 
French have received are well known » although the du- 
plicity of the aflailing powers is well eftabliihed, ^although 
the length of time which elapfed under the inftigation of 
open hoftility and fecret artifice has been fully afcertained, 
there have not been wanting men, even among the friends 
of rational liberty, who have charged the French with in- 
confiftence, and with forgetfulncfs of former ptofeffions, in 
thus declaring war ; be you, my countrymen, the judges 
between them. 

How far it was confiftent with- policy; it is not my 
bufinefs to enquire ; at the fame time I am ready to (fon- 
fefs, that the crooked ideas of ftatefmen have fo long con- 
founded policy "with juftice, that when we would form our 
judgment of a public; meafure, we are amazed to find what, 
mighty prejudices an eftablifhed ufage has engendered in 
our minds. ^ 

Were there then no errors, -were there no crimes among 
this devoted people ? Alas ! how many errors, how many 
q-imes h^ve ftained the page of their important hiftory! but 
what have thefe to do with the queftion of aggreffion ? 
do we prefume to punifh ? into the hands of what nation 
hath the Almighty put the rod of chaftifement ? Let that 
nation whofe purity and tnith have made it the favourite 
of Hqaven ftand forth ! — " And he faid unto them, let him 
'* who is blamelefs among you caft the firft ftone ; and not 
<* one of them uttered a word!" 

Happy indeed vvould it have been for you, my country- 
men, for the French nation, and for Europe, had the fame 
compunftion feized the royal champion of peace and order 

which 



which this fublime and pathetic admonition of our Saviour 
produced in the accufers of the woman taken in adultery, - 
How foolifh, how ufelefs is the wifh ! Has compunSion, 
has remorfe ever overcome the mighty efforts of ambition? 

But while you lament the excefTes into which this ill- 
fated nation has been plunged, you will do well to fufFer 
the odium to reft upon the proper head. Can you ferioufly 
believe, that to oppofe the vices and to cherifh thp virtues 
of the French people^ was the beneficent intention of the 
powers which leagued .Jgainft them ? Do you really thJnk, 
that to eftablifli the principles and the pradlice of juftice, 
to give a rational freedom and a well-regulated Govemr 
ment to a diftraSed nation, were the motives which influ- 
enced the Emperor of Gerfoany, the Emprefs of Ruffia, 
and the King of PruQia ? 

^t as if thefe Princes were defirous to faye the world 
the trouble of fceking for an opinion of their motives, the 
Proclamation of the Etnperor and the King, ^nd the Ma- 
nifefto of the Duke of Brunfwick, were iflued/from Cob- 
lentz, on the 25th July, 1792. To the intemperance of 
the one, and the fanguinary menaces of the other, you 
are no ftrangers. Let nie afk you then, if th^fe were cal- 
culated to footh the irritated minds of the French, to quell 
their fears, to allay their jealoufies ? Did they breathe the 
fpirit which ever will influence the defender of liberty, the 
reftorer of onfer, the foe of anarchy ? Did they contain 
the. language of men whofe profefl!ions of amity had beeo, 
fincere ? Let the fpirit which it aroufed in the people, 
and which produced the depofition of the King, anfwer. 

And now, my countrymen, frpm.the faffs I have dated 
to you, what is the inference you draw ? Do the amicable 
prgfellions af the Foreign Powers towards the Confiitiition 
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6f 1789, appear to have been made in flncerity? Do 
you think they have been aduated to the war by the love 
of truth, and juftice ? Has the Court of Prance 6ftabii(hed 
its claim to- a fair and diflnterefted charader ? Do you 
confider the French as ah offended or an offending people ? 
In (hort, do you conceive the War to be, what your Allies 
and your Minifler have conftantly affirmed it to be, a juft 
and a ncccflary war ? - ^ 

Let me befeech you not to fuffcr your feelings to inter- 
fere with your judgment upoiv this occaflon. You may 
pity the follies, you may execrate the barbarities which 
have diftreifed the interior of France ; but I muft repeat to 
you, thefe have nothing to do with .thfe. 'grand queftion, of 
the juftice or the neceffity of the war*. ' 

But as I am now haftening to review the part ws have 
been induced to a£l in this calamitous conteft, I fhall have 
an opportunity of more fully examining the objeftions 
which have been made to any pacific movements on our 
fide ; and if I can (hew you that by our condu6l we have 
riot in any one inftance proved ourfelves friendly to the 
Conftitution of 1789 ; but that, on the contrary, we en- 
tered into the views of the Emperor and the King againft 
the French ; and that we concealed thofe views no longer 
than while Irttereft and policy induced us to conceal them ; 
you will eafily perceive that we have, in every fenfc of 
.the words, made ourfelves direft participators in all the 
criminality with which I have charged thofe views ; and 
many arguments will not theni I truft, be neceflary to 
prove to you the obligation we are under of propofing to 
an infultcd and an injured nation, conditions of peace. 

You will, ' I hope, hear me with patience ; the alterna- 
tive of war or peace is always an important one, and every 

well 



well meant difcuflion of its utility or juftice, deferves the 
favourable ear of that public whofe welfare is always the 
real 9t the pretendedobjefl of it/ 



CHAP. Ill- . . 

I HAVE laid it down as a principje, the truth of which 
you muft enquire for yourfelves, that if the plans of 
our Allies have been defefkivc in any good or neceflary 
qualities, we are liable to the cenfure due to fuch a defec- 
tion, in proportion as we have adopted thofe plans, and 
that the period at which we adopted them could not ccr* 
tainly have any weight in point of exculpation. 

To the decifion of this principle I fhall refer for an 
equitable judgment of the fadls which may prefent them- 
felves ; fince, if they appear to have a connection with 
thofe I have already flated to you, as fupporting or corro-*' 
borating fails, the time at which they happened will be of 
fmall importance. 

The plain declaration which I have not hefitated to de« 
liver of my fentiments, will not incur me the difapproba- 
tibn of any man whofe good opinion and confidence J need 
be folicitous to obtain ; they who do not wilfully mifun- 
derftand me, will eafily difcern that thofe fentiments are 
the confequence of a juft regard for the honor and welfaire 
of my country. 

Profeflions are, therefore, unneceflary ; yet there is a 
very unhappy fafhion at prefent, of Xufpefting every man 
who .does not make very violent profi»9ions ; and a delufion 
ftill more unhappy, which covers every man who^is frank' 
enough to confefs his difapprobation of certain mcafures of 
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the Govemmcnty with all the obloquy and reproach that 
ought to cover him alone, who is an enemy to the welfare 
or the exiftence of his country. 

The progrefs of hich a delufian is indeed a very lament^ 
able proof of corruption on the one hand, and of a puerile 
credulity on the other ; it is a branch of that fatal error at 
which I hinted in the beginning of this addrefs, and into 
which too many Statefmen fall. Rife fuperior, 1 befeech 
youy to fo degrading a weaknefs ; learn to diilinguifli the 
patriot from the demagogue, and do not, by blending 
the good intentions of the one with the reftlefs defigns of 
-the other, commit an injuftice which you cannot eafily 
repair, gnd which will ever refleA difhonor upon your 
charader. 

Although it was not until the firft of February, lygjf 
that the decree was pafled in the National Convention, 
which declared the French Republic at war with Great 
Britain and Holland, we may look back to the meeting of 
the Engliflx Parliament in January, 1790, for^ very clear 
indications of the fentiments of your Court upon the pre- 
vious tranfa£):ions in France : and from that time to the 
open commencement of hoftilities, I will produce a con-. 
du£l^which manifelled one even and unaltered defign, on 
our part, to feize the firft politic pretext for engaging in a 
war with France. 

The Parliament met upon the 21ft of January, 1790, 
and Lord Valletort moved the addrefs to the King ; in the 
courfe of his fpeech that Nobleman mentioned the ftate. of 
France v he compared it with that of this country, >and did 
not hefitatejo pronounce it a ftate of anarchy and licen- 
tioufnefsi He declared the Revolution in that kingdom to 
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be ttifc of the moft* fhocking events which had been re- 
corded in its ^nimb. 

What ! was this the Conflitution of 1789, which we have 
fince alfeftcd to approve, that was thus JtnpoHticalfy and 
unfairly ftigmatixed as fatal and deftruAive in its influen- 
ces ? It was that Conftiwtipn which even then was'^in its 
infancy, and from which, by every iincere lover of truth, 
and ftttdbrh, the moft happy confequences were augured. 
This Weak afperfion was hovrever apphuded ; and we fliaflv 
fifhd, by the event, that it was too ftrong^y indicative" of the 
real opinions of the Minifter. 

Not were the do6!trnes which Mr. Burtce defivered in a 
debate which took place very Toon after, upon the army 
cftimates^ calculated to raife' more favourable ideas of the 
labors of the Conftituent Aifetnbly : he charged them with 
atrocious perfidy, with attempting to ctdtroy fyfteraaticatly 
every power of authority, rivil atrd religious, with the 
excdifes of an unprirrdpted, pkmdeHng, ferocious, Moody 
atid tyrantrical t>Er«ocraty i !»' tharged them widi the faft 
of tteving defttoyed a good ConflStotion, and of having 
made theit way Arough the deftrutaion -of theiV country ro 
a bad one. 

Is it pofliibte to fuppofe, iha(t language Tike this contd 
pafs minoticed in France ; or, that being noticed, it could 
conciliate or animate to friendfliip, with the additional re- 
Commendation rf the applaufe of Mr, Pitt ? Can any man 
doubt Mr. Pitt*s reaK fentiments of the ConftitutitJnjof 
1789, who remembers that he thanked Mr. BuAe for^is 
' indication of his' zeal for the welftfe of Ws counny, al- 
though the Minifter preferved the moft profound and cau- 
tious fiknte upon Ae fubjeft of the Revolotfon itfelf? . 

Circumilances 
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Circumftances like thefe are unimporum in tbe^et^ima* 
tion of cviery man who accuftom$ himfclf to view wly thf 
furfi^ce of ev^ts ; but to the thinking mAn* tbdir coBnec** 
tion with their confcqu^ncWy howler remotv, ^^^pears) 
and I will venture t0 affir^mj that |ba wlform fileneci of 
Mr. Pitt upon a fubjeiS; of fuch icaport^ncef portended 
more certainly inimical defigns 9g/^n(^ the French Qqut 
ftitution, Ihan the cnoft pointed repvot)atii;»B x:oiild have 
done ; and tb^ a xnan of the Matter defi:rip(ion, would 
cafily perceive an unity of intention between the dark a»d 
fecret rcfene of 1790, the acceffipn to the Tr^ty of Pavin 
in 1792, and the c^ondu<9:of the Britjfli Cabinet in 1793,^ 
even if every other link of this ^^tdddivi chain w^re hiddei) 
from his ob&rvation. 

The French ^ have been iqproached with ^n unreatbn^^l^ 
ipirit of difir^ifl ; but the reproach is illTtim(ld and unwife* 
Tt\at people are naturally quick and difcemjngi and this ip 
a 4ifpoiition which, if not carefully guarded^ will naturally 
ipiroduce that fpirit* They w<ere in a iituation alfp that 
furnifhed nciore than covin)^ cauft for fufpidony aod the 
fpyfteriQus tacitgrnily of tiK Mlmikx upw this occaHo^^ 
«nufi doubtk& luvc added great}/ to their jealoufy. 6u^ 
the talk I propoie to my&if in this addrefs to ^u, is tbr 
^itaUiihment of the injyillce ^d tbe initpolicy of the war« 
and not the exculpation of the French people froqa the 
tiimiefou8 charges which have been made againft them^ 
f elating to their owja i^Uernal n»lcpn<j^* 

J proceed therefore J^ obfer^e^ that tj^ere are other linjsfs 
Mrhich ftart here and there to ;the Sg^,p and whicji indubjU 
tably manifcft to ^ pc^aetratii^g obferveff one e«w> CP»«* 
iied<d and certain chain of idig^j 0n our part^ ^j^ysfik 
theXonftitutioa of F»ncei fro» like i^oaaen^ pf ^e ^ifk 
F 2 appearance 
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appearance of the Revolution in that country, to the pre- 
fcnt hour : nor is it wonderful if thefc are few, fince it 
has been the bufinefs of a man of uncommon powers, to 
hide that chain wholly from the public view. 

That the Adminiftration of this countiy regarded with 
no favourable eye the changes which had taken place in 
the Government of France, is further manifed from the 
manner in which Mr. Pitt oppofed the repeal of the Teft 
Laws, upon its being brought a third time before the 
Houfe of Commons, by Mr. Fox, in March, 1790. 
Upon the two former motions for this repeal, Mr. Pitt 
had behaved with fo much moderation, that fome pf the 
unwary among the Diflenters had almoft been perfuaded to 
think him their friend : he now declaretl his diflike of the 
bill in terms little (hort of violence ; and declared it was 
poflible the Diflenters might ufe the liberty for which they 
fought, againft the welfare t>f their country. 

Whence this fudden alteration ? The fourcc is obvious. 
The Diflenters, who had always flicwn themfelves the firm 
and determined friends of the Houfe of Hanover, were 
alfo the firni apd determined enemies of tyranny ; they had 
therefore honeftly exprefled their joy at its recent overthrow 
in France ; they became immediately a fufpefted body of 
men, and were declared unworthy of the favbr of the 
Xegiflature, 

Is not this forming a ftriking contraft between the French 
Conftitution of 1789 and the Government of England? 
Is it not faying, in the plaineft terms, that the man who 
had exprefled his approbation of that Conftitution was an 
unfafe"fubje6l \ And coufd the Minifter, who thought thus, 
be eafy at the eftablifliment of a-power which he muft behold 
vyith the mingled emotions of fear and hatred, as injurious 
; * ' to 
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to the fafety of his country? yet this is the Conftitution of 
which it has been faid the French ought never to have de- 
parted from it. This is the Conftitution which has been 
acknowledged by the fervants of this very Adminiftration. 

If there could yet exift any doubt of the reafon of this 
fcvere inuendo againft the IDiflenters, it would be removed 
by the adjurations of Mr. Burke, who»followed the Mini- 
fter ; that the events which had recently happened in France 
might be fufFered to awaken the zeal of the Houfe, ia 
defence of the church againft its prefent danger. The zeal 
of the Houfe was accordingly awakened, and the majority 
again ft the repeal of the a£l, which in the former feflion 
had been only 20, was now increafed to 189 voices. 

The affair of Nootka Sound, which occafioned a meflagc 
to the Hoiife on the 5th of May, 1790, ftands as a fimple 
event apparently unconnedled with the prefent fubje£t of dif- 
cuflion. I have mentioned it, however, to fliew you the eafe - 
with which an ingenious politician can modify or adapt his 
arguments to any particular occafion. Mr. Grey, in a fpeech 
upon this bufinefs, maintained the reality and importance 
of the national honor. Mr. Burke upon this occafion, did 
not treat the national honor with his wonted reverence ; ** 
and added this memorable axiom : " as we ought never to 
** go to war for a profitable wrong, fo we ought never to go 
" to war for an unprofitable right." This is the fentiment 
of a man who was at that very moment violently contending 
for a war with France ; which, if his underftanding had 

* not been perverted by prejudice or policy, he would foon 
have difcovered to be for an unprofitable wrong. 

* Upon this occafion too, a warm defire of friendftiip with 
England was exprefled in a report which was given in to 
the National Affcmbly, upon a Memorial of the Spanilh 

Court, 
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Court. Is not fome acknowlec^ment df thele peaceM 
f<»litimenls due to the AiTembly which delivered theai> at 
ibevety moment when their labors and deliberations were 
vili&d and mifreprefented in the Ehglifli Hoqfe of Com- 
mons, by die friends and adhereiKs of the Premier ? Bitf I 
liave^ another reafon for mentioning this buflnefs> which I 
wiU ftew you by axKi bye. 

I ihall now mention the publication of Mr. Burke's 
Book^ or rather the credit which the dodrines it contained 
procured for him with Adminifiration, as another plaia 
proof of the unfriendly inclinations of the Britifh MiniftrjT — ^ — 
towards the principles of the French Revolution. 

Whether the charadler of the author, or the violent 
tendency of the work be confidered, it miift furdy adFord 
ground of fomething more than fufpicion, that the con-* 
tioued lilence of the Minifter was not the t&St of a pure 
«Qd decided neutrality, when it is lemembered, that th^ 
^xpfeflions of implacable animodty aj^nft the authors of 
tbe RevolutioA, the exhortations to the moft cruel fyileas 
«f war agaihft the French imkm, and the indifcriminatii^ 
mimfe againft thofe who had ventured to approve the new 
fy{lem« with which that work abounds, were regarded as 
the laudable efforts of the deteoder of edabliflied cuiloms» 
^akift the inroads of a dangerous opJAioa and determined 
^ imiotffllQrs. Is this difputed ? Let the cor^lity which 
theflcefor^ grew more aiui more warm betWi^n Mr. Burke 
and Admtniftrationj .decide the difpute. 

Could this cordiality with the determined and rancomus 
enemy of the Conflitution of 17S9, be converted into a 
proof of the Minifler^s £ncerity in his neutrality towards 
4he founders of ki It was a proof pf its a&ual faliacy ; 
andafaUeneutrjkUty is iw>t» I beliefe, Tory £u: jremoved 
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from faofHk intention : confult your connnoh (enfe in ^is 
matter ; will that man, who has not in his bofom f<»m« 
ixmcealed hatred or jealoufy againft another, favour the 
catumntator of hts enemy? he will not; and I hare never 
yet fiorund that a {hiterman has been hearty in his profeffions 
of neutrality I towafds'that power agamft which he enter- 
tained both jealoufy and hatred* 

I fatd I had a reafon for bringing to yotnr reeolleftion 
the difpate whh Spain, concerning Nootica Sound ; I hare 
alfo a reafon for mentioning to you the threatened conteJt'^is 
with Ruffia, CDnccmrr^ Oczakow, for which Mr. Pitt 
reprefented the neceffity of an immediate augmbntation of 
the navy ; thcfc reafons I will now explain to you. 

As far as I have proceeded with my review of fads at 
Jiome, I have not found any thing to (hake my conviAion, 
Aat the politics of your Minifter have ever been adverfe 
to the new poRtical exiftence of France, and that it has 
been his uniform intention to attempt its overthrow, when- 
ever he couH fafely attempt it ; and thefe two fads I have 
introduced to you as corroborating fadls, and corifeqaetrtly 
for the purpofe of eftablrfliing a fimilar conviSion ill youf 
bofoms. . 

If then Mr. Pitt adually meditated fotiire oppofition to 
france, did he not gain fomething towards that objeA in 
tlie plaufible eftablifliment of taxes for four years, to payr 
(he intereft of the money granted for the equipment of tTie 
armaihent againfl Spain, and in the loan of ^.500,000, 
fo long as a balance to that amount of unclaimed cfividendb' 
fliould appear to remain in the Jiands of the Cafliier df the 
Bank? Have thefe taxes ever been repeaflcd, or has any* 
part of that fum ever been repaid? 



L 4» ] 

Be this, however, as it may, whodoe&jiot fee, in thii 
latter inftance, the intimacy between the Courts of London 
and Berlin ? who does not perceive in that union an im- 
perious and reftlefs fpirit, which was not very likely to have 
Oczakow alone for its ohy St ; a fpirit which has indeed 
excited a war that has deluged Europe with blood ? 

Had the pretended objeds of thefe armaments, in fa£t, 
pofleifed the importance which .was afcribed to them, or 
•had it indeed been ferioufly Mr. Pitt's intention to have 
revenged the affront he affirmed this country to have re- 
ceived from Spain, or to have kept Oczakow from the 
Emprefs, would he have been fo eafily diverted as he was 
from the execution of his projefl ? I believe there are few 
among you who have witnefTed the fuccefs with which he 
has carried every meafure through the Houfe of Commons 
that he was determined to carry, will fupp'ofe this to have 
been the cafe. Did England and Pruflia confolidate their 
friendihip only to procure Oczakow for the Turks? 

The faft was, the Cal\inet of England kept a fecret and 
a watchful eye over the progrefs of the French nation; 
they faw it furrounded on every fide by threatening Powers, 
and diftra£led by internal commotions ; they faw too the 
fatisfadion with which you witnefTed the emerfion of that 
wretched country from a vile and debafing' flavery ; they 
feared, ah foolifh fear ! that if the opinions which had pro- 
duced fuch a change in France Ihould be adopted by you, 
a fimilar change would be produced here : they therefore" 
waited for a favourable opportunity to commence a war, 
in which, fupported as they were by numerous alliances, 
it was not doubted but that country would fall for ever 

But, howjver anxious your Minifter and his friends 
iDight be for X^ deprelGon oi this innovating race, there 

was 
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was yet no pretext for war ; nay, the French, regardleft 
of the indecent terms in which their meafures had been 
abufed among you, were continually exprefling their wifli 
that the antient enmity between the nations might be no 
more. To have propofed war at fuch a time would, 
doubtlefs, have excited the public reprobation. What was 
to be done? You were condemned to be the filent fpeftators 
of thofe hoftile preparations and fecret intrigues, by which 
the French might at length be driven to outrage and excefs, 
that might not only be rqprefented as a juftificatioii of war, 
but which might alfo make even you their enemies. 

The Proclamation againfl; feditious writings and illegal 
correfpondencies, which was prefented to the Houfe upon 
the 5th of May, 1792, was alfo clearly expreflive of an 
increafing fear and abhorrence againft French principles : 
upon what real or pretended grounds of fufpigon that 
meafure was founded, or what have been the efFedls it hath 
produced in this country, it is no part of my prefent bufinefs 
' to enquire ; let every man inform himfelf of them who 
would learn how opinion is to be reprefled by the arm of 
power ; it will be fufficient for me to (hew that a rankling 
animofity exifted in the bread of the Minifter againfl the 
very firfl principles of the Revolution, and that the execrated 
proceedings of the French againft their unfortunate King 
were only feized upon as affording the opportunity of 
commencing open hoftillties, without the rifk of public 
odium. 

How many circumftances offer thcmfelves, as it were, 
to corroborate this idea I about this time it appears that a 
confidential letter was received by his Majefty from the 
JCing of France, expreflive in the warmeft terms of ^mity 
and affe<^ion. Situated as Louis then was, fuch a letter 
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could not but be confidered'as demondrative of the national 
fcntimeht. It was therefore, no doubt, eagerly embraced 
as the happy occafion of a lading union; it was furely 
efteemed by the Briiifli Cabinet as the welcome harbinger 
of continued peace with a Monarch, over whofe afties it has 
fince (bed fo many tears, and an anfwer inftantly returned 
which might fuit with fuch pathetic and congenial fenti- 
ments. Alas ! the anfwer was at once frigid and evafive ; 
England could not mediate unlefs her attempts ^erc approved 
by all the contending parties. No ! (he had loft the power 
of a forced mediation, doubtlefs, fince her laft exertions of 
that nature in the affair of Oczakow ! Could the French 
Minifters be longer blind to the purpofes of England ? im- 
poflible ! from that moment her affedled neutrality became 
fufpicious in their fight. 

Let me befeech you, my countrymen, to imprefs this 
circumftance upon your minds ; contraft it with thofe pro- 
feffions of peace which have fo often flowed from the lips 
of your Minifter ; contraft it with the affertions that have 
fo frequently been made, that the war was inevitable on 
our part, and then give to thofe profeffions and to thofe 
aflertions that degree of credit of which you may judge 
them worthy. 



CHAP. IV. 

AT length the open and the fecret movements of our 
Allies produced the long expefted efFeft. The Duke 
of Brunfwick, upon the 25th of July, 1792, iflued his 
Manifefto from Coblentz, and, at the head of 80,000 men, 
entered France, The popular fury knew no bounds: 

exafpcrated 
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cx-afperated by the menaces, ' and alarmed even to defpair 
at the immenfe force of the Duke', they were driven to the 
defperate meafure of depofing their King, and the loth of 
Augnft was the unfortunate day that furniflied the oppor- 
tunity of commencing an open rupture, and the events 
which followed that awful niovement were too rapid and 
too atrocious to permit the judgment at that moment coolly 
to retrace their real and hidden caufe» : aftoniftim^nt and 
horror were the only prevailing fenfations, and it was re- 
prefented and believed to be unworthy of a virtuous and a 
loyal people to preferve any longer amity with wretches 
who had dared to drag their IVfonarch from his throne. 

Your Ambaflador Lord Gower was, in confeguence of 
this tranfaclion, recalled froni Paris, and the reafon ^Hedged 
was, that the power of tlie King being done away, the 
longer refidence of an Ambaflador was ridiculous. 

The weaknefsand folly of this excufemuft be, if poflible, 
more difgufting to an enlightened underdanding than the 
iqapolicy of the meafure itfelf : how palpably does it expofa 
the nature of an Eaibafty, and the fundions of an Ambaf- 
fador. Do you annually pay them fo many thoufands iii 
the fupport of fplendid arid qnmeaniqg vifits to the Monarchs 
of Europe.^ Are the people of no confequencc in ihcfe 
coftly errands ? but I leave this to your reflection. 

Profligate as the ruling party in France was faid to be, 
and loft to every idea of policy, humanity and juftice, what 
was their conduft upon this occafion ? Did they not break 
out into the moft wild and bitter reproaches ? Did they 
not inftantly denounce war and deftruftion ? Did not the 
tnoft ferocious barbarity of refentment mark their. conduft? 
Will it be believed, that they who have been as much 
defpifed for their knbecillity as politicians, as they haye 
' G 2 been 
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been detefted for their impiety as men, fliould even now 
manifeft a fpirit of moderation, and a defire of peace? 
M. Chauvelin remained in London as their Ambaffador, 
aUhough his powers were contemptuoufly unacknowledged 
by the Brilifti Miniftry. 

A Memorial >vas prefented by this Ambaffador on the 
17th of December, 1792, to Lord Grenville, expreflive of 
the doubts the French nation entertained of the intentions 
of the Court of England, and demanding a candid explana- 
tion of thofe intentions : rejecting the falfe interpretation 
which it affirmed had been put upon the famous decree of the 
19th of November, which offered affiftance to every ftate that 
was defirous of recovering its liberty; and declaring, in the 
nioft folemn language, that th"e French nation would not 
aft againfl Holland, fo long as the States General adhered 
to the principles of her profeff^d neutrality, and intimating 
that the opening 6f the Scheldt could not be juflly confidered 
as the fole caufe of a war between the nations. 

Let us fee what the anfwer was which Lord Grenville 
returned to this Memorial \ it nrft of all denies the quality 
of a Public FunSionary to M. Chauvelin, ftyles his Me- 
morial a Note, and it then condefcends to inform him that 
if France is truly difpofed to be at peace with England, Ihe 
muft renounce her views of aggrandifement, and confine 
herfelf within her own territories. 

There muft be an audacity fuperior even to that which 
, diQated this anfwer, in the breaft of that man who can, 
•with a knowledge of thefe circumftancejr, declare that you 
have been forced into this war, that it is a juft and a neccf- 
fary war ; yet even this muft yield to that degree of weaknefs 
which could be fo deplorable as to give the aiTertiona 

moment's 
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moment's belief. I triift, for the common fenfe of my 
countrymen, that they do not believe it. 

Although the arms of France were every where fiiccefs- 
ful againft her invaders, and although flie could not but 
know that thofe invaders were our friends and allies, flilt 
flip preferved her moderation. To this infulting anfwer a 
Memorial was returned from M. Le Brun, in the name 
of the Executive Council of France, dated January 4th, 
1 793 • ^^ ^^*s Memorial a degree of wifdom and capacity 
was manifeft, which one would think muft have made the 
Minifter blufh for the weaknefs and intemperance of his 
reply to the Memorial of the 17th of December; it con- 
tains a franknefs of explanation, and a dignity of remon- 
(Irance, which muft have been prodl'ftive of the happieft 
confequences, had not the determination of your Govern- 
ment long before been fixed by motives of policy, of the 
fallacy and inconfiftenty of which you have had but too 
clear and calamitous a demonftration. 

The Letters of Credence which this Memorial informed 
Lord GrenviUe had been fent to M. Chauvelin, that no 
informality might ftand in the way of accommodation, 
were not accepted ; and a perfonal interview, which 
M. Chauvelin r^quefted of Lord Grenville, was Jikewife 
refufed. 

In a fituation like this, a bufinefs fo important in its 
nature could not long remain ; and at length a letter from 
Lord Grenville, dated 24th of January, 1793, peremptorily 
ordering' M. Chauvelin to quit the kingdom 'of England 
within eight days, put an end to all further views of peace 
through the medium of negociation. 

But, as though the Executive Council of France were 
.determined to fill up the meafure of the folly of your Mi- 
nifter, 
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ni(ler, they had at this very crifis difpatched M. M^rct 
with frefh propofals of accommodation : there are various 
reports of the particulars of thefe propofals ^ thefe it is not 
material to my purpofe to examine; fuffice it the fad of his 
arrival in England has been ellabliflied. He^ could not have 
come to declare war, 

M. Maret had not been long in this country before he 
was made acquainted with the ignominious expulfion of M. 
Chauvelin, and confequently found himfelf unauthorifed to 
open his commiflion j his arrival, however, was announced 
to Lord Grenville, but no notice was taken of him by 
Government, , . 

Do you ftill hefitate upon whom to fix the charge of 
aggreffion? Do yort flill doubt if the war be not moft 
juft and neceffary r Could I believe this, I would bring to 
your recoUeilion other inftances of infult, of violence, of 
infradi'on of treaty on your part. What if I were to re- 
mind you of the Alien Bill ; of the exclufive embargo Iaid[ 
upon veflels laden with corn for France ; of the officious 
and unreqiieded offer of fupport to the States of Holland ; 
of the reply from Lord Grenville to the French Memorial 
of the 4th of January, 1793 ; of the ^ill prohibiting the 
circulation of Afliignats? But I am perfuaded it is not 
^ neceffary to infift upon thefe, and many other proceedings 
of the fame inimical tendency. 

Finding every effort vain to eftablilh harmony between 
the two countries, their explanations unattended to, their 
offers rejefled with fcorn, and their Ambaffadors driven from 
the country, the French were at length compelled to their, 
only refource, and accordingly on the iftof February, 1793, 
the Republic was declared to be at war with the King of 
Great Britain and the Stadtholder of Holland. 

From 
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From the fa€ls I have thus ftated to you, what are the 
obvious confequences in your opinion ? Do you not per- 
ceive plainly, the continued chain of defign againft France, 
which I have before mentioned to you ? Do you not fee 
that that defign could not be carried into execution on our 
part, until, by the manoeuvres of the Combined Potfrers, the 
French were driven to defperation ? Yes, we have forced 
the French to declare war, and then we pretend to calT 
.them the aggreflbrs ! Every man of plain underftanding 
amongft you muft regard this poor pretence with the moft 
fovereign contempt. While he fees, that by the violation 
of treaties, by the fufpicious filence we preferved previous 
to the loth of Auguft, 1792 ; a (ilence indeed no longer fuf-^ 
picious ;.and by the condu6l we have purfued fincc that day, 
liVe have forfeited every right to urge the neceflity or juftice 
of this war ; and that, on the contrary, we have been, and 
ought to confider ourfelves diredly as the authors and the 
beginners of it. 

We now come, my Countrymen, to the examination 
of the only remaining plea in favor of the war, as to its 
juftice ; and this is the ground of fear ; and it will be my 
bufinefs tademonftrate to you, that even upon this ground 
your Minifter will not be able to ereft the flighted (helter 
for the motives which really did a<fluate his proceedings. 

Fear, as far as it can affed the Government of any na- 
tion, may be excited juftly by two caufes only ; the fupc- 
rior ftrengfli of - its adverfary, or the progrefs of any 
opinion, which it majr conHder as detrimental to its order 
or its exiftence ; and when one or both of thefe induce to 
war, that war has no doubt a claim to the title of a defen- 
five war, as I have already intimated. The queftion is 

then, 



C 48 J 

then, by which of thefe caufcs our fears may have been 
excited in the prefent cafe ? 

That from the former of thefe caufes any fears could 
have art fen on our part, I believe U will be needlefs for 
me to prove ; were it indeed neceflary, the reprefentations 
and ftatements of Mr. Pitt himfelf would furnifh me with 
fufEcient proof. Has he not repeatedly declared to you, 
that the people of England are unanimous, rich ^nd (Irohg; 
while the French have been difcordant, poor, and weak ? 
What then had unanimity to fear from difcord ; what had 
riches to fear from poverty ; what had ftrength to fear from 
wcaknefs ? The throne of England flood amidft the united 
affeftioas of the people, our land was the land of plenty, our 
credit was unfliaken, and our commerce was univerfal ; our 
navy was miftrefs of the feas, and our armies were able and 
willing to fight the battles of their Sovereign. Behold our 
adverfary {haken by inteftine broils, without .money, with- 
out credit, without commerce, without food ; her fleets 
rotting in her harbours, her armies lawlefs banditti, or the 
flaves of a momentary terror 1 

From the fecond of thefe caufes, then, our fears muft 
have arifen ; we will examine for a moment .with what 
degree Qf reafon. 

Opinion is powerful, either in proportion to its relatiou 
to truth, or from the nature of the contraft which its pre- 
fent fubjeft may form with fome other that has immediately 
preceded it, 1 will obferve then, that the rational fears of 
a Government, with refpeft to the jpxogrefs of any certain 
opinion, will be regidated not only. by the proportionate 
cafe or difficulty of its admiflion aniong the fubjeds of 
that Government, but alfo by a due confideration of the 

efFcds, 
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efFe£b which fuch an opinion may probably produce if it 
gain admiflion. 

To apply thefe axioms, then, to the. point in queftion,w6 
muft fuppofe that the obje^ of the war has been, to {lop 
the progrefs of an opinion, which has produced the moft 
fatal eWcGts in France, into this country ; grounded upon 
the fear of fimilar confequences, (hould it gain a footing 
here. And we Will (uppofe, too, this opinion to be wholly 
new, and to have arifen in France ; the enquiry will thea 
be natural, what was the caufe of its birth ? The anfwer 
will be, a fenfe of oppreffion, and a confequent abhorrence 
of oppreflbrs. What is the fubjefl of this opinion ? A 
new form of Government. But whence the dreadful effedls 
it has produced ? The clofe and naturally violent oppofi- 
tion of the advantages of the prefcnt fubjeft of the new 
opinion, to the difadvantages of the fubjeft of the opinion 
which preceded it. 

The ftrength then of this opinion, and the nature of its 
operation in France, have derived their origin from the 
oppofition of the ideas of a newly acquired Liberty, to 
thofe of a vile and antient Slavery; although its excefs 
muft be afcribed to adventitious caufes. Let me a(k then, 
would thefe opinions, even if they had been admitted 
among you, have had the fame degree of power, or would 
they have produced fimilar confequences In a country where 
tyranny was not known in an equal degree, and where 
confequently no fuch contraft or oppofition of ideas could 
have arifen. 

This, I .think, is the clear ftate of the cafe between 
France, and your country. Whatever faults a corruption 
of the fyftem of your Government may have generated, 
and whatever neceflity there may be for the removal of 

H that 
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that corruption, dill the fyftem remains reglete with every 
good and energetic principle ; and it may be reftored to its 
antient efficacy, by means far different from thofe which 
the weaknefs of human nature has rendered neceflary for 
the eradication of a fyftcm primarily vicious. Not fo 
France ! Her Government was founded in the fuperiority 
which the cunning and the ambition of the few produced, 
over the ignorance and the debafement of the many. Such a 
Government mud be naturally and radically bad, and could 
not {land againft the light of knowledge ; and, amidft 
the {Iru^les of prejudice and power, its fall mud be tre-^ 
mendous. 

But what, my Countrymen, had you to fear from the 
progrefs of this new opinion of Government I If good, 
would it not naturally dreogthen that very opinion which 
had already given to you the fydem of which you were 
already in pofleflion ? It was new to France, becaufe it was 
an opinion of liberty ; but will an Englifliman fay it was 
new to him ? Yet fuppofe this opinion adually to Jiavc 
been what it has been reprefented to be, fubverfive of all 
order and good government, would the puny efforts of the 
. fword be effe6lual to dedroy it, if a whole people were 
{bolidi or depraved. enough to determine in its favor? 
But this confideration relates rather to the policy of the 
war, upon which I have yet to addrefs you. 

In drift judice then, had your Minider a right to in- 
volve you in a war againd an ^opinion, from the progrefs 
of which you had nothing to fear ? Had he a right to 
make you appear, in the edimation of every honed man, 
more unjud in this refpedl than even your Allies have ap- 
peared? They have fome ground for the plea of fear; 
they knew they held their power upon the ignorance of 

their 
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theif fubjecls. France, through the influence of a fimilar' 
ignorance, had permitted her Monarchs to poflTefs a iimilar 
power. . The fpell was at length broken, the dawn of 
Knowledge was beheld ; and the DenDon of Tyranny, un- 
able to endure the light, fled at its approach ! To prevent 
the fpreading of this glorious light, became their immediate 
tafk ; and it was a talk worthy of fuch characters! 

Toaccompliih this worthy, thisjJefirable end, war pre- 
fented the only probable means. Short-fighted politicians ! 
But do you believe it could be accompliflied^by any event 
of that war, which fell fliort of the extirpation of the 
opinion againft which it was waged ? And could that ex- 
tirpation be effeSed by any other means than by the anni- 
hilation of that people who had efpQufed and maintained it? 
Impoflible ! This might perhaps have been endured from 
Defpots ; but have you, who have not only beheld the 
dawn, but who have alfo baflced in the meridian beams of 
knowledge ; have you, who enjoy the glorious light of 
liberty, who have no caufe to fear ; have you, my Couti- 
try men, become the; partners in this inglorious enterprize ; 
have you become participators in a league to deftroy a 
nation ftruggling for its freedom ? You have ! And if you 
do not retraft in time this dreadful error, a name too gentle 
for the offence, I do not hefitate to predidl, that ere long it 
will overwhelm you in ruin. 

Am I then the friend of a fadlion i am I the defender 
©f a tumult ? am I the advocate of intemperance ? Such 
I may be thought to be by fome among you, but by the 
fober and unprejudiced judgment I (hall be recognized as 
th^ friend of truth and juftice. 

But are the monftrous crimes, then, which have been per- 
petrated in France^ and which have excited horror in the 
. H^ breaft 
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breaft of ' every man, to go unpuniihed? And is it not a 
work worthy of every friend to peace, to deftroy,, if pof- 
fible, the authors of fuch enorniities ? Thefe aimes will 
not go unpunifliedy nqr will the perpetrators of them efcape 
the reward which they deferve ! But let it be remembered, 
that thefe enormities, and their immediate authors, would 
probably never have been known, had not that league been 
formed againf^ them ; your acceflion to which you will ever 
have reafon to deplore. 

I will grant, howeyer, for a moment, that the excefles 
of which the French have been accufed, were the neceflary 
confequences of the fyftem they had adopted,^ and that 
thefe excefles deferved the n»ft exemplary punifliment. 
Yet upon what plea of juftice (tq repeajt an observation I 
have made (bmewhere before) can any nation arrogate to 
itfelf the right of punifliing another for its crimes ? Upoq 
what ground can tl^is plea arife ? Does it arife upon the 
ground of fuperior yirtue in the People, of fuperior purityl 
in the Legiflation, of fuperior wifcjom in the Governors al 
Happy fliould I be to difcover that country, whofe exJ' 
cellency (hould thus confer upon it fo important alright. 

I will grant further, that a plea thus founded would 
form a juftification for the exercife of this right; I will 
even grant there may be fuch a nation : but, let me alk 
you, are you this nation, have 'you no crimes as a people 
to atone for ?' ' Is there no corruption in your prefent Le- 
giflation ? is there no weaknefs or folly in your Governors f 
Do not longer urge this foolifli claim/ Where (hall 
we feek, then, for this excellence? Shall we. look to 
Germany, to Ruflia, to Holland, to Spain, to Pruflia, for 
fo exalted a community ? What do we fee ^mong thefe ^. 
The repeated crimes of avarice, of anjbition, of treachery, 

of 
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erf" blbo^ ! Are thefe the nations that dare to Tcizc the tod 
of chaftifement ? Men muft mock thcni for their folly, 
and Heaven will confound them for their prefumption. 

In what region, then, is this great, this happy nation to 
be found ? N^y Countrymen, be no longer deceived ; even 
the pofleflioa of. this fuperiority would not copfer fuch 
exceffive powers ; how unjuft, then, muft that nation be, 
who poflfeffing no fuch excellence ftill arrogates them to 
itfelf? 

And now to draw this part of my difcuHion to a poicic, 
let me admonifli you to confider well what you are about« 
Behold a nation, which many ages has lain ftretched beneath 
the foot of power, ftruggling to elevate its head i Are its 
ftruggles fucce(sful ? How many furrounding nations, its 
deba&d companions in ignorance and (lavery, will be ani- 
mated by its example to the fame glorious defign ? The 
powers of tyranny will be jQiaken, and the tyrants them- 
selves will be overthrown! They fee ^his, and unite to 
deftroy the great intention in its birth ; and fhall a free and 
a happy nation be a party to this union ? That ftrug^ 
gUng pation is France ; thofe tyrants are the lecret founders 
of the league of Pilnitz ; and you are that free and happjf 
nation. And the fa<a is, alas ! too clearly afcertained, that 
they did affail ir, and that you became their friends and 
allies in the aflTaul^. 

As friends apd allies, then, you became the fupporters 
of th^ir meafures ; and if thofe meafures were unjuft in 
their, ongin, afjd if there be any truth in the principle I 
laid down to you at the beginning of this addrefs, they 
became ftill more unjuft by their progrefs. You have made 
tbertfore thefe meafures your own, at a time whdti they were 
debafed, by accumulated ipjuftice, and have confequently 

incurred 
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incurred all the evil and reproach which muft refult at once^ 
from the projeAion and from the fupport of wrong. 

You have but one way^to purfue, by which you may I 
legain the confcioufnefs of integrity. Propofe Jnftantly 
terms of peace to the French nation, and let thefe terms be. 
fiich as may in fome meafure repair the injtiftiGe you have 
committed ; do you want a motive to this neceflary exer- 
tion I remember, then, thofe antient principles towards 
which I looked at the beginning of this addrefs ; remember, 
then, thofe laws and rights, which at the price of their 
bloody your anceftors purchafed for you ; remember, then, 
Aat in the moment you refufe the claim of juftice, you 
become unworthy of freedom ! You are told the \^r in 
which you are engaged is a juft and neceflary war ; you 
find the aflertion to be untrue ; you find that in carrying 
on this war, you are guilty of a manifeft injuflice, yet you 
cannot bear to retrad, becaufe the term3 of the retraction 
will be humiliatingw Do you forget that humiliation is not 
debafement, and that they who have been guilty of injuftice 
will not be afraid of humiliation, if their repentance be 
fincere. You call yourfelves a great nation ; be candid, 
dien, confefs and repair your fault, and be worthy of the 
name. 

But the national honour mufl not be facrificed. It has 
already been facrificed I and it is your duty, if poflible, to 
reftore it ; exert your lawful influence, then, to procure the 
return of peace : this your Country demands of you, Juftice 
demands it, your own Security and Honour demand it. 
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CHA_P. V. 

I Have thus endeavoured to fhew you that the French 
having difcovered the debafement of their fituationy 
formed the defign of regaining their dignity among the na« 
tions ; that this defign, juft and glorious as it was, w^ 
fecretly difcouraged by the Courts, and afterwards openly 
oppofed by the furrounding Potentates ; that an intercourfe 
certainly exifted between thefe hidden and avowed enemies; 
and that by their intrigues on the one hand, ;md their me- 
naces on the other, the fpirit of the people was difordered. 
I have proved to you the injudice of thefe proceedings; 
and that you, as a nation, have adopted them, and have 
carried on a war of aggreffion and wrong. From the con- 
fideration of thefe fads, I have argued the neceAity of your 
immediately propofing terms of peace. 

But as policy has been urged as an equal ground with 
juftice for the profecution of this war, I cannot conclude 
thisaddrefs without examining the truth of this do£lrine ; 
and yoa will therefore, I hope, patiently read what I have 
to oiflfer^upon this important part of the fubjeft. 

Important as it is, however, it is only fo from a very pre- 
valent and ^ very falfe idea ; and it is, I confefs to you, fa- 
ther with a view of meeting this idea, that I am anxious to 
enter into this part of the di(cuffion, than in obedience to 
the didates of my own judgment ; for I am firmly con- 
vinced that that war which is in its own nature unjuft, can 
not be excufed upon any pretended ground of policy what- 
ever J nay, that it can qever be reconciled in any ihape, or 
under any circumftances, with the principles of a real and 
wholefome policy. Honefty in the defign and execution 
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of any mcaTure, as well public as private, is ever the bed 
policy. 

But it appears J^o have been the bufinefs of every fucceed- 
ing generation of ftatefmen, to attempt either the perverfion 
or the overthrow of this dodrine ; and their labours have 
been fo far fuccefsful, that we behold nations continually 
involving themfelves in all the toil, the hazard, ,and the* 
cxpence of war, merely becaufe they have been told it was 
neceflary to their glory and honor ; and there hath accord- 
ingly ever been much lefs relu£lance to incur the cod, than 
to enquire into the real grounds and principles of the 
conteft* 

Fortunately however for its charafler and welfare, the 
world appears to manlfeft fome inclination to arouze from 
fa disgraceful a ftupor ; it feems to be more defirous than 
formerly to be acquainted with the nature, as well as \<rith 
the expence of thefc mighty quarrels, which have fo long 
covered it with flaughter ; and the day» I hope, is faft ap- 
proaching, in which it will acquire- fufficient wifdom and 
fortitude to give to the ideas^ of policy and juftice, the vene- 
ration which their union demands. 

Three queftions, upon the ground of policy, appear na-*" 
ttirally to arife in the bread of a Statefman who is medi- 
tating war. Will the objeft of this war, if it be attained, 
prove an adequate recompence to my country for the mighty 
rifle it is about to run I Is there a reafonable profpeS of 
fuccefs in the enterprife ? Have we the means of carrying 
on the war, without the hazard of incurring difcontent at 
home, (hould our hopes of fuccefs be overthrown ? Thefc 
confiderations appear to be equally important, whether the 
defign of theconteft be to conquer a kingdom, or to overturn 
an opinion. 

And 
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And as thefe are the quefliohs which a ftatermaii ought 
to aflc hinifelf, fo they are the quedions which his country- 
men have a right to aflc him too; and if his anfwer be in 
the affirmative, they have a further right to enquire whether 
that anfwer be falfe or true; ^ 

Let us apply this principle to the point before lis ; let us 
fee if there be any reality in the promifes your Minifter has 
made you of nyghty benefits ; let us enquire if the policy" 
which has induced the Britiih Cabinet to the prefent war^ 
has been animated by profpefls of glory and advantage^ 
which if realized would in fome meafure compenfate for 
its violence and injuftice* 

What then was the fpecific obje£k of the war ? what wete 
the glories and advantages, the profpedi of which could in- 
duce Mr. Pitt to plunge you into it ? Do you aik that 
Minifter ? from him you are unable to obtain an explicit 
anfwer ; it is a queQion which he has either never aflced 
himfelf, or the true refult of which he cannot communicate 
to you. You muft. refort then to the fadks I have repre- 
sented to you, and to the numerous circumftances which 
l)ave come palpably forward to notice, to gain the informa- 
tion fo neceflary for you to pofTefs. 

It has been in order to enable you to form fomething 
like a decided opinion upon this head, that I have eda- 
bliihed the certainty of our union with feveral powers, 
whofe defigns terminated not but in the utter conqueft of 
France ; and that I Have aflerted that the views of the Bri- 
tifli Cabinet were of a complexion very fimilar, indeed, to 
thofe of the Cabinets of our Allies. Yes ! the deftrudlion 
of the opinion which had arifen in France, and thefubju-*^ 
gation of the people wbith had embraced it, were doubtlefs 
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the combined objects whiciv fecretly influenced the deilgss 
am) the operations of the powers in league againft her. 

Did nol the fafts I have already eftablifhed, Aifficiently 
warrant this (ledudion, I might adduce the referve, the 
equivocation > (hall I fayahe pofitive falfehood of the afler- 
tions of Mr, Pitt. As to the certainty of this obje<a, I might 
adduce the very nature an^ extent of our preparations for 
w^y I might adduce the fiege of Duokirir, and the intend-^ 
ed progrefs of the Duke of York along the coaft of France ; 
I. might adduce the e^^pediuon ^ Earl Moica, and the che- 
ri&ing of thp dh;irions abeady iomented in the interior of 
France, to prove the validity of it. 

What is implied in the vei^y meaning of the word alli- 
ance but an union of one power with another in a parity of 
defign, whether of ofience or refinance ; at leafi if words 
and things have any meaning this naoft have been our 
idea. Were we not apprized of the full extent of the views 
of our aliies at the time we joined them I If we were not, 
foch an ignorance is in the firft place highly reprehenfible, 
and in the next place the difcovery of the deceit would have 
warranted the dinblutiqn of the league upon which it was 
formed. The propofition is felf-evident. We agreed to; 
affift you in the completion of a certain deiign ; we find 
other defigns have arifen, with thefe we have nothing to 
dp. 

If our defign had really been to eftablifh order and a 
good Government in France; and if we had CmcGrely believed 
..that it was equally the defign of our Allies, which fair as it 
may appear to be, would ftili have been queftionable as to 
its policy, fuchr would have been our language and our 
condud upon the difcovery of our naiflak^, bave we a&e(} 
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thus uprightly? have we, upon finding the iniquity dE their 
proceedings, refufed them our fan^ion ? h€t the. fubfidies 
to the King of Pruffia for the laft campaign, Ifet the Jdan Uf 
^,6,000000 to the EfaDperor for the nextj anfv^er this. 

Having thkis afeertained the certain objedl of the war ^ 
clearly, I think, as it can be afeertained, we will enquire 
what glory or advantage you Would have derived^ had the 
defign been compleated even to its ntmoft extent; 

Had the French natidn been fubjugatcdi the imnrtetfiate 
cotlfequence would l^ave been thfe partitioh of the fallen 
Cduritry among the conquerdrs 5 this, it is more than pro- 
bable, would not have been effefted in ^n amicable man- 
ner ; the ambition whith incites to the conqu'eft of a nation 
is at once infatiabte and bloody, and thfe arrriies which had 
been Jacrificed to obtain the pofleffion of France mUft have 
been replaced by others to have fought fbr the diviiion 
of It. 

Shall I grant you are at length faccefsful in thisdivlfion ? 
Would the limits of your conqueft thus cftabliflted have' 
been deemed too facred to be touched by the hand of power ? 
have you any ground to fuppofe this ? has the hiftory of pad 
events, has the contemplation^ of human nature, has the , 
jprogrefs of your experience^ given you fuch a ground ? In 
addition, then, to the blood and treifure which you muft ha^e 
lavifli^d, to procure the pofleffion and the divifion of >thig 
country, at vaft sirmy muft have been contihu^illy kept up 
for the defence of your (harfc in it. 

What folid advantages woiild it not require to balance 
this preponderating fcalg of lofs and burthen I Would all 
the laxes which could be extprted from this deprefled 
people ; would the afliftatice w^hich our armies or our com- 

I Z merce 



L 60 ] 

mcrcc could derive from this aqccffion of population be 
fuiEciently valuable ? Would even the pofTeflion of their 
Weft India iflands, an equally precarious and perhaps a 
more expenfive tenure, alter the balance in our favour? 
I cannot difcern that this would be the cafe, while I am 
taught to believe that a nation may not only find its ruin ia 
the too great extenfion of foreign territory, but of foreign 
commerce alfo. 

Thus the advantages you would have gained, had thefc 
defigns fucceeded according to your utmoft wifli, would 
have been very far from equalling the certain facrifice for 
the acquifition of this territory, and the accumulating anij 
cxccflive expence of its prefervation. 

You would not have patience to attend to me, if I wer^ I 
to dwell upon the glory which you would acquire by this ilU^ 
judged conqueft. The King of Great Britain already en- 
joys unmoleftcd the title of King of France, procured for T 
him by the united folly and valour of his predecefTors, and 
it would not add much furely to the brilliancy of this ag- 
quifition, could you fay we have again conquered France, 
and have half a dozen towns upon her coaft. The world, 
inconfift^nt and foolifh as it may yet be, has long had the 
wifdom to defire fomething naore folid, in the returns for 
an expenfive war, than the empty glory of conqueft. g 

But in this ftatement you will perceive I have vigwed 
^he matter in its moft favourable light. I have forborne to 
mention the reluftance which twenty-five millions of people 
would certainly difcover, to be thus parcelled out and go- 
verned by ftrangers, nay by enemies ; the contipual and 
immenfe rebellions which would arife ; the powerful com- 
binations which would be formed, and^ finally, the total 
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pyerthrow and expulfion of the conqoerors; events of the 
probability of which every man of fober judgment among(| 
you muft be conv,inced. 

Granting, however, that the objefl was of fo much imf- 
portance as to juftify the utmoft endeavours to attain it, the 
confideration of a reafbnable hope of fuccefs muft next 
engage our attention, fince how defirable foever the acfcom- 
pliihment of any project may appear to a wife man, he 
ivill not engage in it nevertheleft agkinft every probability in 
his disfavour. 

The ground upon which the reafonable hope of fuccefi 
may be entertained muft be the contemplation of our own 
pofitive ftrength, and the favourable comparifon which wc 
pught to be able to form betwefen that and the ftrength of 
the adverfary ; for the extent of bur own refources, be it 
. ?)ever fo great, will avail nothing, if that of the enpmy's'''''*^ 
refources be greater. 

And in this refpe^ we have been indeed lamentably de>>v. 
iicient ; pur own* refources are indubitably great, and their 
greatfiefs has corrupted pur judgment: we have ftpdied 
0eui accurately, perhaps, but in the excefs of our admira- 
tion at their extent, we have forgotten the magnitude of 
fhofe of France. 

Indeed the calculation was of no ordinary nature, and jn 
forming it the Minifter who appears to have been content 
with letting figures a gainft figures, could fcarcely fail to be 
^rong ^ hence, in fpite of mathematical demonftration to 
the contrary, the French, with half-ftaryed and ill-paid 
troops, have triumphed during three, campaigns over the 
immenfe armies of the Allies in every quarter. Shall wc 
never difcover our erro^, till it has been our utter ruin? 

The 
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' The talents 6f Mr. Pitt, as a Fin^ticUI and ComtnercM 
k^inifter, have been, I believe, univerfally acknowledged, 
and I am ready to pay my tribute of applaufe to htm for 
the application he has made of thefe talents, to the eleva- 
tion of the credit and the trade of this cout)try : but behold 
here the caufe of the mifchief ; the very ftudy by wliich an 
excellence like this is to be attainedj is aiTuredly inittiic^ 
to thofe enlightened cofitemplaiions, thofe enlarged princiv 
fles, which dlftinguifli the wife and ennobled Statefrtian 
from the ingenious and accurate Financier ; it weakens the 
|)owers of the judgment, it confines and dcgfades the ope* 
ration of the mind. 

A man, therefore, who has long been accuftomed to 
look for the evklent refult of a certain combination of 
figures, becomes by degrtes infenfible of the power of other 
cotnfbinations, and of the extent of other confequenees. 
The world is in commotion ; nations are conVulfed by new 
and extraordinary caufes ; he reforts to his old calculations, 
and with his ^ccuftomed fecurity predifts the fuccefs of the 
iHie, jtnd the downfall of the other : he has feen wars befoW, 
and be has learrit the nf>ethod of raifing money for the ne- 
cetfary expences of them ; his country Ts engaged in a war 
now, and becaufe one war is like another, in all the horrid 
api^arances of animofify and devallatloni be never troubles 
biltifelf to enquire irito the nature of its origin, but con- 
cludes that his calculations, as they have had power vfid6x 
certain circumftancds, muff produce under every change of 
circumflances the fame efFedt. 

Thus Mr. Pitt, long engaged in the management of the 
domeflk corjceriis of the Britifli nation, arid immerfed in 
figures neceffary for the demonftrations appropriate to fuch 
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.coRcerns, forgets, when engaged in a war of opinion, io 
inveftigaie the nature of that force which it isi not m the 
power of figures to reach: the rjefources that a mighty nation 
calls forth from an unanimous and enthufiallic fpirit of 
liberty, bid defiance, in their nature and extent, to the 
•cold methodical inveiiigation of a few poor units : hut it 
is, by the combination of \^nits atone he has been ufed to 
reckon ; and he is at leBgJh amazed to. bdiold the hidden 
and unfnfpefted riches of a people brought forth, olwhe^ii 
from tjie irrefragalsle influence of ligores, he has juft ()e* 
monflrated the miferabk poverty, and predidled the i^er 
ruin. 

But have not thefe riches been the produce of an unex- 
ampled oppreflion ; and could Mr. Pitt reckon upon the 
produce of an unexampled oppreflion ? As a' man of 
figures perhaps Re could not, but as a Statefman he ought 
to have forefeen and provided for this ; Jie ought to have 
refle<Sed tjiat, prefled as the French were on every fide, 
they would feize the means v^^iihin tlieir power of provid- 
ing for their ^fence; he ought to have known that, aU 
though we might chufe to denomiaate a certain mode of 
rafing money » oppreffion, or although it might in fa& be 
fuch, they would confider it as perfectly defenfihle ; he ought 
to have learot, in fadl, that what fome nations pretend fia 
cenfure as a vice, others will applaud as a virtue ; and that 
pqltcy or neceffity, and not the innate love of virtue or ' 
hatred of vice, will produce this mighty difference. 

While therefore the Englifb .nation, full of virtue and 
religion, were deploring the day which witnei&d the via** 
lence jand impiety of the ruling pa»ty in France, the French 
nation was triumptung ai£er the con&fcaUQns cf thp. efktea 
of emigrated Noblefle and nonjuring Clergy, 

By 
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By this deplorable ignorance how greatly have we beerx 
mifled ! imprefTedy from their outward diftrdTes^ with the 
idea of the inability of the French to fuflain the confli£ty 
we did not expe£t to fee them Aruggle through the hrft 
campaign ; yet at this moment we behold them the. con- 
querors of JBelgium ; the maders of the coaft from one . 
end of the channel to the other j their (landard is Hying 
over the bay of Hofas ; and the capital of Holland has 
fallen before them! 

If thefe things are fo, with what reafonable hope of << , 

fuccefs could we enter into this conteft ? a nation high 
indeed in reputation, full of the love of liberty, brave, and 
hating tyranny and tyrants, but burthened with an enor- 
mous debt, and groaning under the weight of proportionate 
taxes ; and mifled, by falfe or mutilated reprefentations, 
againfl a people already exafperated againft' their invaders, 
full of enthufiafm for the caufe in which they were engaged ; 
equally brave and more numerous than ourfelves, and re* 
folved to conquer or to die. Our Allies a combination of 
flaves, and their mafters divided by fecret views ; felfifh, 
low and debafed, poor, crafty and defigning. The French 
united in one common caufe, in their own country, and 
determined to be free. Could fuch a nation fall i^ fuch a 
conteft? 

Shall I fay we had numerous and well-difciplined armies 
to fend into the field ; will not Hiftory prefenj us with nu- 
rous inftances of the regular forces of difcipline eafily 
overthrown by the holy ardor with which a love of liberty ^ — 
has infpired the bofoms of rude unformed hordes. Even ■ 
your own country has to boaft, that Roman valor and 
Roman difcipline were not able to fubdue that bold, that 
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daring fpirit which animated the rude bands of your an-» 
ceftors. Could wc then expeft to conquer a nation who 
were not only animated by the fame fpirit, but who were 
able alfo to opjpofe difcipline to difcipiine, and flrength 
to (Ireqgtb ? Could reafon have didlated fo extravagant a 
^ hope ? could found policy have produced fo wild an ex- 
pectation i 

No man has a right to expedt or demand from another 
.the exercife of powers. which Heaven has hot thought fit to 
bcflow upon mortality ; but from hin[i who alTumes the 
guidance.of a great nation, the manifbttation of thofe powers 
which h^ve beeii witijefle^ in mpni fimilarly elevated, is 
l^idifpenfible, and bis fellow-fubjeds have a dear and un- 
iloubted right to ^xpcSt it. When I am told, therefqre, 
that it is impoflSble for any man, however exalted his talents 
may he, to anticipate or anfwer for the events of war, and 
that confequently the uncxpeded fucceflSes of the Frencli 
furniih no argument of the inipolicy of entering into this 
war ; .1 .anf^ver, that as fjap^as fuch events depen^pd upp^i 
the mere oppofition of force, to force, it is impoffible that 
Mr. Pjtt or any other man could forefpe thf^m ; but as far 
as they <}ep,en^ed upon the fpirit that produced the con(eft, 
and upon the yarious other circumftances that attended 
its birth, it was to be expefted from Mr. Pitt, that he 
ihould have forefcen them, and that be fliould have a4ierf 
ac<?ordii>gly. 

But it was not the. pure fpirit of liberty wjiich impelled 
the French, they had no -fettled principles, they were in- 
ilucnced by the Demon of Anarchy, they ytfsie madqapn, 
and.tbey fought in defpair. Thus 'have we thought fit lo 
i:baia£toi(e ihe.eneigy stnd the ^valor of the Fi^nch. iBfi 
I K . this 
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this charadler falfe or true, however, it matters not ; it is 
fufficient for me that they imagined they fought for liberty ; 
if under the influence of an univerfal delirium, that nation 
miftook licentioufnefs for freedom, ftill, whiJe the delirium 
lafted, the enthufiafm would be equal. Alas! the delirium 
has lafted for years, and it will laft for ever ! 

Whether then the liberty for which the French were 
preparing to fight were real or imaginary, ftill I contend, 
that the impolicy of engaging in the confliS againft them, 
is equally apparent. But I am not afraid to aflbrt, that no 
doubt would have been entertained of the exiftencc of real 
and animated principles of truth among the French, by 
any Statefman who had been willing, or who was able, to 
trace to their origin, the circumftances which combined to 
produce this mighty Revolution in their Government. 

There may be certain periods in the moral and phyficat 
cxiftenceof the world, in which, from concurrent caufes, 
opinion becomes irrefiftible ; and it is when, in fuch event- 
ful periods, a njomentary policy is oppofed to its gigantic 
prqgrefs, that the ufual conneftion between caufes and 
cffeSs feems to be difordered, and that the politician, who 
has failed to develope thofe caufes, is difmayed and loft in 
the tremendous' confufion. 

But, my Countrymen, were we to enquire into the 
policy of attempting to penetrate into a country which art 
and which nature have united to defend, fliould we not at 
once wonder at and deplore that ill-fated moment of 
weaknefs which gave birth to the idea ? Have not hiftory 
and experience "taught us the folly of fuch an cnterprife^ 
Could we look forward to fuccefs in the poor endeavour to 
conquer a nation, whom, when they were the flaves of 
defpotifm, we could not fubdue, but through the aids of 
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treachery and fuperftition ; and whom, when we had 
conquered them, we could not long retain in fubjedion ? 
Policy and reafon forbad the profpeft. 

It is in vain that it was urged, that the foldiers of France 
were dragged into the field, and that brandy was the fti- 
mulative of their courage ; every fober refleSion which 
arofe upon the affertion, arofe only to deride its confum- 
ijaate abfurdity ;. every faft which had happened, has de- 
monftrated its falfehood. If indeed any thing could exceed 
its puerility, it would be the puerility of the attempt to 
confute it. 

Wyiether you confider, then, the natural ftrength of 
opinion itfelf, or the particular opinion which the French 
bad imbibed, or the circumftahces which produced it, or 
the time at which it arofe, or the nature of the force you 
bad to oppofe to it, you will perceive that the conteft was 
at once unnatural and unequal on your *^part, and, confe- 
^uently, that no reafonable hope of fuccefs in the profe- 
cution of it could be entertained by you. 

What fadls, what arguments might there not be drawn 
froin Jiiftoxy, and from experience, to eftabliflj the folly of 
all attempts to overcome opinion by the fword ! And with 
what weapon has your Minifter attempted to oppofe the 
opinion he affedls to dread, but the fword ? When the 
attempt was planned, imbecility and impolicy muft furely 
have ruled the hour. 

It now remains to enquire^ whether we had the means 
of carrying on the yirar, without the hazard of injury or 
jdifcontent at home, in cafe our hopes of fuccefs ihould be 
fruiirated. 

That nation muft be in a vfery flourifliing condition in«r, 

deed, which, having been defeated in a war, does not at 
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once feci ^nd manifeft forac degree of difcontcnt, however 
poKcy might have juftified its entering into that war, fron^ 
the great nefs of the objeA, or the reafonablenefs of the " 
hope of fucCefs. '* . ^ 

The faflt is, an event of fq unfortunate a nature will 
certainly produce a degree df difcontent in any nation, but 
neither in that degree, or in its duration, will it be formi- 
dable to the Government, if the ftate of that nation Be 
folid and permanently good ; bat if, on the contrary, that 
nation, however flourifliing in appearance, be in reality 
overwhelmed with debt and poverty, a failure may produce 
difcontent at once important and alarming. To a nation 
thus diftrefled, a war, even where the objed was advanta- 
geous,^ dnd the hopes of fuccefs were reafonable, Would 
prove an improvident riik- 

What then was the fituation of this kingdom at the 
time when ,it entered into this war ? The anfwer will be 
brief. It was cultivating many commercial advantages*; 
but it was alfo ftruggling i^hdgr a debt of two hundred and 
fifty millions ; a futii eafily defcribed indeed upon paper,, 
but feverely felt in the dreadful weight of its intereft, which 
the mighty public creditor wrings from the hand of in- 
duftry and want ! ^ 

The fimple circum^ance of fo large a debt would, it 
might be fuppofed, have produced a paufe before you could 
enter into a war, even of podible glol-y and advantage ; 
and the impolicy of , adding tO a burthen already enormous, 
might, under fuch a circumftance, have appeared worthy 
of fome confideration. But when it was remembered, that 
of that fum near one hundred millions were incurred, a 
very few years before, in a war founded upon very 
ilmilar principles, and in which we had been fignally d?fi 
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graced and overthrown, could any Minifter, who was not 
determined right or wrcVng to go to war, but dread left th^ 
^dition of many millions, by a new war, to that debt, 
might probably produce a national difguft, (hould the pur- 
pofe for which they were to be raifed, by any accident, 
be defeated. . , 

Wherever thefe is a probability of fuccefs, there is at 
Icaft a poflibility of failure ; will policy, therefore, juftjiy 
the Gbvefnment of England, burthened as it thus was, for I 
entering into this 'war with France, granting the objeft to 
ha\fe been advantageous to its interefts, where failure muft 
inevitably be attended with difcontent, and where it might 
produce total ruin. 

But when the objeft was not only difadvantageous, but 
unjuft and inglorious ; when the hopes . of fuccefs were 
founded neither upon policy or feafon, where fhall we feek 
for juftificatiqn for rufhing headlong into war? 

I confefs it appears difficult to me, to conceive how the 
Miniftfer could expeft to reconcile the meafure of the pre- 
fent war» to a nation thus unhappily fituated, in cafe it 
weire not crowned with fuccefs, becaufe he muft have 
known, that the difpofition of mankind ever leads them to 
the prejudiced and- narrow judgment which is regulated by 
events ; and that, confequently, the applaufe which a con- 
currence of fplendid viftories would produce, would be 
changed to murmurs and difcontent in the moment of 
defeat. 

This indeed, it feems, furniflies Mr. Pitt for an excufe 
for not making propofals of peace to the French at this 
moment ; but does not fuch an excufe relate rather to his 
perfonal fj^fety, than to the public benefit 5 fince, had he 
confulted the latter in preference to the fbrmer, he would 
nevo: have plunged you into a conteft, for the continuance' 
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of which fuch an excufe would be neceflary ; and from 
which, the longer it is carried on, the more likely are dif- 
grace and ruin finally to endie. 

The eafinefs with which money Is raifed by a ftate, is 
the fource from which fo direful a calamity is to be feared, 
fince it ferves the two-fold evil purpofc of facilitating the 
execution of any meafures the Minifler tqzy thinjc proper 
to adopt, however impolitic in their origin, or mifchievous 
in their confequences ; and of Uinding the eyes and th^ 
judgment of the pepple, to the rear extent of the public 
expenditure. This is a very foolifti and improvident con- 
duA, and the fallacy mtift one day or other be difcovered ; 
and when the eyes of that people who, in the darknefs of 
error, had vainly'imagined themfelves in the midft of prof- 
perity, are opened upon deftrudlion, the confequences pay 
eafily be forefeen by the moft (hallow politician. 

And if this moment i? to be haftened by any particular 
event, that event will be the unfuccpfsful conclulion of a 
war againft opinion ; .be/caufe there will not be, in that 
' cafe, any feaGble excufe to be offered for haying undertaken 
that war, fince the very opinion againft which vfp may 
have been fighting, will obtain with the people in propor- 
tion to Qwr want of fuccefs in the enterprize ; and this is 
in a great meafure the nature of the prefent war, if credit 
be given to thofe who have undertaken it. 

Be it yours, then,, to judge how far, under thefe cir- 
cumftances, the war againft France has originated in po- 
licy ; whether the objefl: be what I have endeavoured to 
fliew it to be, or what it has been reprefented by the Allied 
Powers, it- appears to be equally futile and impolitic; 
'the hope of fuccefs I have (hewn to be fimilarly weak ; 
and what the confequences of difappointment, and a vexa- 
tious accumulation of poverty and taxes would be, in the 
>' . ' J prefent 
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prefent (late of the public mind, it does not, I believe, 
require a very uncommon fagacity to difcern. 



CONCLUSION. 

T HAVE obferved to you, in the former part of this 
-^ addrefs, that by a concurrence of circumftances, that 
aSion, which in its origin was impolitic, might be rendered 
both politic and neceflary in its. progrefs ; it may be there- 
fore urged, that however unjuft or impolitic the prefent war 
may have been in the firft inftance, its continuance is now 
rendered abfolutely neceflary, from the fituation of affairs. 
I will dedicate a few moments to the difcuflion of this idea, 
and then conclude my addrefs. 

You are told, that the Frehch natipn are not in a con- 
dition to fuftain the conflidl much longer ; that they have 
drained their refources to the laft, and that their prefent 
efforts are the efforts of fear and defperation. 

How difficult it may be to obtain that clear and certain 
information, upon this important head, which is neceffary 
to warrant fo bold an aflertion, may perhaps be feen by the 
fallacy of fimilar affertions, made three years ago, by the 
deferiders of the war, when indeed there was a much better 
colour for them tl^an there is now. You were then re- 
peatedly told, that the French were driven to their lafl 
ftakc ; you were told, that from the preffure of exteriOT 
' force and interior want and difcord, it was clearly demon- 
Arable they muft fliortly fall. Year after year has the tale 
bced refoimded in your ears ; yet year after year have they 
continued to drive^our armies before them, and now that th^ 
have made themfelves mafters of the Netherlands and of 
Holland) now ^at, their Government has acquired a natu- 
ral 
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sti (bangth from the lapfe of time, now that they hzvc 
detached from the league the King of * Pnifliay and the 
Grand Duke of Tufcany, have added to the ftrength of 
their marine, and have enriched themfelves with your fpoils 
and with the fpoils of your Allies, you pleafe yourfelves 
with the hope that they muft yield to your arms. 

The fad is» the reprefentation originates in the miftake 
4o which» as I have obferved> a Minifter of figures is pe- 
culiarly liable ; the nature of the French jrefources is fucli 
as bids defiance to the inveftigation of mathenutics. The 
.people are diftreft, we immediately conclude the Qovqrn- 
m^nt muft be diftreft too ; the conclufion is a falfe one, 
.and juftified by, no ideas which are drawn from a juft ap- 
plication qf the fads with which experience and hiftoijjr 
abound. Mr. Pitt may tell you the French cannot ftand^ 
becaufe they have poverty, famine, and rebellion to cope 
with: they had poverty, famine, and .rebellion to cope 
iWith thi^ee years agp, and yet they reipain a mighty, power. 
That which has once ha{>pened n>^ happen again ; jan^ 
granting credit to- the repreier>tations of Mr. Pitt, fhpuld 
they be able to bear up jiiree years Ipiiiger, would your 
patience or your refources be adequate to abide the cop- 

Tequcince ? 

The fluduating ftate of ^the roljng powers in Frapce, 
i$ ^ddliced as another reafon w)iy, with poli(^, yve cannot 
<tfer terms of peace to tfiat Dation ; it ,is ccmtended, that 

•the peace which is concluded (o-day with one iet of (pen> 
JSk^y be cienied and I^roke^ by anoth^ fet of v^ti tq-^ 

•morrow. 

, This objedion is doubly fyik. itilfi falfe in its prki- 

'€i(4e, if the principle upon which we make p^cewJlb 
other jpawers be a true oae ; ^aod.it is^^qraUy Mk, for itc 
is. evidently uK^ a$ apret$xt> wd confequeatly k^owntol 
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i^e umruf hy ihoi^ who u(e it. Have we ever comGdoredi 
the ui^aWe naitH?e of a Gaverftment like Turkey, whc»e 
no man, v?hatever his wlfdoofi or his rank, or his power 
mty be, is certain for a day together of his fafety from -the 
pfiiv^e bow-ftrii^, or from public, outrage^ when we have 
found it fiiit our conv^ience to be ^ pierce with that Go- 
yemment ^ lu other words, where is the Qovernmeat 
With whoefi w«e have beea able to conclude that fecure -- 
peiice iUi- which we 4t this inomeot affed to wi(b. Hi- 
therto we liaye be^n coneent with the ufual idea of fecurity 
1© making pe»ce, that is, tl^ neither party would break 
the treaty, till is fquared with their ideas of policy to do 
h. Now we are to be fatisfied with nothing fhort of 
#b(^ra(5i ideas of fecurity, and have the indecency to cenfure ^ 
%h^ JFrench for perfkly, before we have a fingle inftance of 
it to produce* If fuch a coi^duS is not a pretext to cover the 
fiMobite determination of yqur MiniAcr not to make peace 
nt any rate, wofds no longer contain their accumftomed 
meaning, or fads their inference ; and if any thing were 
wanting to dete(9: the fallacy of this pretext, I might add» 
^i objection which is brought to the character of the 
French nation, who ale faid to be bound by no ties of re- 
ligion ca morality. 

With what contempt muft fucli an objedion ag this be 
marked, by every fober man who has read the hiftory of 
nations,, and who has contemplated the beauties of rdigion? 
Will fuch a man efteem the religion of the Monarchs of 
Europe as the religion of fincerity and truth ? will fuch a 
man confider the zeal of their Mtnifters 2^ the pure and 
holy zeal of piety ? I really hlufli while I Z& the <|ue(lion. 
Let the wars, the devaftations, tbe luxury, ihb intrigues, 
the iiijuflice whkh have marked the foot(lq>s of theie holy . 
men, proclaiiuiaits;p2!0jper cIviraQsr ibis feltnoa mockery 
10 the world, 
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